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Woerner on Gorbachev's Disarmament Proposals 
AU2712140788 Hamburg BILD in German 
27 Dec 88 p 2 


{Interview with NATO Secretary General Manfred 
Woerner by Wolfgang Kenntemich in Brussels: “Gor- 
bachev Alone Is No Guarantee”; date not given] 


[Text] BILD: Will peace be more secure in 1989 after 
Gorbachev's disarmament advance? 


Woerner: We have the unique chance of starting a 
decade of concretely safeguarding peace: fewer conven- 
tional weapons, only half the number of intercontinental 
missiles, no chemical weapons in the entire world. How- 
ever, this will only work if the West stands together, if it 
keeps the initiativen in its hands, and does not slacken in 
its defense efforts. Those who surrender their own secu- 
rity will no longer be able to control the historic process 
that is emerging. 


BILD: Are you concerned about the FRG's willingness to 
defend itself? 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1 


Woerner: Yes, it has already declined. In many people hope 
has far outrun reality. Gorbachev has certainly put many 
things in motion, but, after all, we cannot link our fate only 
to him. No matter how much l wish Gorbachev success, no 
one can exclude the possibility that he might fail. 


BILD: Will President-elect Bush withdraw U.S. troops 
from Europe? 


Woerner: The pressure exerted by Congress to reduce the 
troops is certainly increasing. However, as far as | know, 
George Bush will not give in to it. He knows that U.S. 
troops are not only a guarantee of security for Europeans 
but also for Americans. 


BILD: What do you say about the fact that military 
flights in the FRG have been suspended until 2 January? 


Woerner: Any extended disruption of flight operations 
naturally results in security risks. The fewer flights made, 
the greater these risks are. 
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Nuclear Material Protection Convention Ratified 
AU 2912093388 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
29 Dec 88 p 2 


[Text] Vienna—Austria is the 25th country to have 
ratified the “Convention on the Physical Protection of 
Nuclear Material” and has deposited the instruments of 
ratification at the IAEA. The convention sets standards 
for the protection of nuclear material in cases of trans- 
portation across borders and regulates the search for 
stolen material of this kind. The ratification, which took 
place last week, will come into force for Austria on 21 
January 1989. 


PRC Orders Environmental Technology 
AU2912110288 Vienna NEUE AZ in German 
29 Dec 88 p 18 


{Summary} Vivana (APA}—On 28 December Simmer- 
ing-Graz-Pauker (SGP) Company signed a contract for 
the delivery of a waste water purification plant for the 
Chinese city of Zibo at a value of 125 million schillings: 
two other projects amounting to about 60 million schil- 
lings were recently accepted. According to Michac! 
Losen, director of the SGP board, five other environ- 
mental technology projects worth between 50 and 200 
million schillings are currently being negotiated with 
China. At the signing of the coniract in Vienna, Losen 
stressed that if business with China proves steady, SGP 
will soon open its own office in Beijing. The Chinese 
orders are being financed with Austrian export loans, the 
conditions of which are absolutely competitive on the 
international markets. 


Alleged Arms Sales to Iran via Poland 
ALU 2912092588 Vienna KURIER in German 
29 Dec 88 p 2 


[Rupert Haberson report: “Grenades for the Gulf War 
via Poland”’} 


[Text] While the Linz Public Prosecutor's Office is 
dealing with the bill of indictment against the Noricum 
company [for illegally selling arms to Iran], the arms 
exports affair is spreading. 


—According to investigations to date, there has also 
been a sham deal for arms via Poland. In 1986 about 
100,000 grenades for grenade launchers were deliv- 
ered to Poland by Hirtenberger, a VOEST subsidiary, 
from where they were allegedly sent to Iran through an 
Austrian middleman. Strong evidence of this is that 
the Polish Army does not use this kind of grenade. 
During the investigation of other arms deals, Hirten- 
berger withdrew further applications for exports to 
Poland in 1987. Interior Minister Blecha does not 
want to comment on the current state of the investi- 
gations: “All documents concerning the permit proce- 
dure for deliveries of ammunition by H'rtenberger to 
the Polish Defense Ministry have been handed over to 
the Linz court.” 
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—Between July 1985 and the beginning of 1987, Nori- 
cum and Hirtenberger had great numbers of GHN-45 
grenades manufactured in Yugoslavia. The investiga- 
tors suspect that, in this process, both companies 
delivered component parts (such as cases) to Y ugoslia- 
via and the Netherlands company Muiden Chemis- 
try—against whom legal proceedings have been 
Started in the Netherlands—delivered chemical addi- 
tives to upgrade the “normal” grenades to long-range 
grenades. A Yugoslav company finished the grenades 
which were then delivered to Iran. Austrian authori- 
ties were deceived with regard to the final customer. 
Al present enormous payments of commissions to 
people in the Netherlands (possibly also to Austrians) 
are currently being investigated. 


Police Arrest Hashish Dealers in Vienna 
AU2912092888 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
29 Dec 88 p 16 


[Summary] Vienna—In November Vienna police uncov- 
ered a four-member hashish gang, led by Markus Rhom- 
berg (33) and Markus Larcher (27). Rhomberg has been 
arrested, Larcher is still at large. The two men were 
discovered after two drug deaiers, Norbert Kritsc | (36) 
and Wolfgang Kuebler (36), had been arrested on 10 
November at Vienna's South Railroad Station for selling 
10 kg of cannabis resin (value about 2 million schillings). 
During the interrogation Kritsch stated that Larcher 1s 
able to provide any amount of hashish at any time 
through couriers from Amsterdam. Over the past 
months, Kritsch and Kuebler have sold about 35 kg of 
hashish in and around Vienna. So far, 14 accomplices 
have been discovered. 


* National Bank President on Reforms, EC Entry 
36200065 Vienna INDUSTRIE in German 
23 Nov 88 pp 9-12 


[Interview with Dr Hellmuth Klauhs, president of Aus- 
trian National Bank by Dr Viktor Bauer: “Time for 
Liberalization Has Come”, date and place not given, 
first paragraph is INDUSTRIE introduction] 


[Text] As of 1989, purchases of real estate and corporate 
stock as well as the raising of credit of no less than 3 years 
duration in foreign countries will no longer be subject to 
national bank approval. In the following interview, Dr 
Hellmuth Klauhs explains how the national bank proposes 
to support the internationalization of Austrian industry. 


INDUSTRIE: Within the next few days the national 
bank will be opening up a liaison office in Brussels. What 
is the rationale behind this? 


Dr Kiauhs: As you know, the national bank already 
maintains bureaus in Washington and at the OECD. It 
will be the job of the Brussels office, headed by Dr Pribil, 
to keep us informed about everything of concern to us at 
the EC and to establish contact with the EC authorities. 
In the process, we will be informing our central bank 
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colleagues on the EC commission about the Austrian 
position on currency matters. By opening this office in 
Brussels, the Austrian national bank means to demon- 
Strate [Austria’s] special interest in the EC and in our 
efforts in the direction of the common market. The 
decision on Austria's joining or not joining the EC ts not 
for the national bank to make; that is a political decision. 
But we would like to do what we can in the area of 
currency policy to prepare the way for Austria's entry. 


INDUSTRIE: What impact does it have on currency 
policy whether Austria joins or stays out of tive EC? 


Dr Klauhs: From the point of view of economics— 
which, after all, is the foundation on which currency 
policy rests—the advantages of joining the EC definitely 
outweigh the disadvantages. It is our job to create 
optimal conditions, i.e., to enhance both the competitive 
position and the efficiency of the Austrian economy. The 
steps the Austrian National Bank takes in the direction 
of liberalization must not only be oriented toward the 
D-Mark but also toward liberalization of the money and 
capital markets of the EC as such. 


We may not be in a position to amend foreign exchange 
legislation but we can make changes by means of certain 
executive decisions. This will apply to a fairly small 
volume of financial transactions which are of great 
significance for the competitiveness and efficiency of our 
economy. Border-crossing transactions amounting to 
some 4-500 billion schillings annually are already taking 
place without any restrictions whatsoever. It is our goal 
to liberalize the remainder to the greatest extent possible. 
This type of policy serves to underscore our hard cur- 
rency policy while demonstrating our intention to adapt 
our policies to those of the EC in these areas. 


INDUSTRIE: When will the liberalization of foreign 
exchange transactions go into effect? 


Dr Klauhs: Our plan is to have the new policy go into 
effect as of | January 1989. There may be some minor 
technical delays but as of early 1989 at any rate it will be 
a great deal easier for Austrian firms to operate in foreign 
countries. Neither buying and acquiring shares, nor 
making [foreign] investments will be subject to special 
approval any longer. All security transactions will also be 
liberalized. Henceforth, in other words, there will be no 
restrictions on the purchase of foreign securities and no 
problems connected with direct investments by Austrian 
firms in foreign couniries. No authorization will be 
required for anyone to purchase real estate and that 
includes private individuals. Initially, to be sure, buyers 
will be asked to report such transactions to enable us to 
compile e appropriate statistics. “Making the EC 
grade” not only means allowing outsiders to buy Aus- 
trian businesses but also lifting restrictions on Austrian 
firms in their acquisitions in foreign countries. 


ey 
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Until now, Austrian firms were allowed to float investment 
loans for up to 5 years in foreign countries. As of 1989, 
they will be able to borrow funds in foreign countries for 
any purpose whatever and the term of these loans will be 
reduced to 3 years. Equally liberal provisions on consumer 
credit will be introduced at a later date. 


Private individuals will also find things becoming a great 
deal easier. The settlement of estates with the help of 
notaries and lawyers, the transfer of charitable contribu- 
tions and the like are all subject to specific authorization 
at this time. From a currency policy point of view this 
does not involve amounts which cause us any headaches 
which is why they will no longer be subject to approval. 
And I would not rule out additional liberalization mea- 
sures. For a central bank, participation in the internal 
market means that citizens of the EC countries no longer 
fall into the category of nonresidents in terms of foreign 
exchange. As a result, a great many aspects of the legal 
provisions governing foreign exchange will not apply any 
longer—for the simple reason that EC citizens will 
henceforth enjoy quasi-resident status in currency terms 
in all member countries. 


INDUSTRIE: Do you have any further liberalization 
measures in mind as part of the first stage of the process? 


Dr Klauhs: We are giving a lot of thought to what we 
could do to resolve the problem of futures and secur.ty 
deposits. As of now, as far as we are concerned, securities 
include only those traded on official exchanges. Under 
the circumstances, we will broaden our definition of 
what constitutes securities. It is not the job of the 
Austrian national bank to kee) our domestic buyers of 
foreign securities from making unwise investments. The 
investors must know what to make of the quality of the 
securities they buy. If they do not, they should turn to 
their vank and ask for advice. 


INDUSTRIE: What will the second liberalization stage 
include and when will it start? 


Dr Klauhs: It will certainly include a further reduction in 
minimum terms for foreign loans and liberalization in 
the purchase of gold coins as well as the cancellation of 
the mandatory deposits on foreign securities. This sec- 
ond stage will commence during the course of next year. 


We, too, are aiming for 30 June 1990 and for 31 
December 1991 as the latest deadlire for full liberaliza- 
tion. Some of these things, however, will require changes 
in foreign exchange legislation. 


INDUSTRIE: What role will the ational bank play in 
bringing about structural changes in the Austrian credit 
industry ? 


Dr Kiauhs: We are taking a look at the ability of the 
entire Austrian financial community and not just our 
banks to compete with comparable EC institutions. We 
are concentrating on size, cost structure, regulations, and 
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tax burdens. Our objective is to do everything we can as 
a central bank to improve the competitiveness of our 
financial community. We are not in a position to amend 
our tax laws or to bring about mergers by force. What we 
can do is to point out problems, make some moves in 
refinancing policy and take steps to provide some 
administrative relief. 


INDUSTRIE: Would you care to comment on the 
present state of Austrian budget policy? 


Dr Klauhs: As you know, it was fairly easy to come up 
with this year’s budget. The state of the econon:y and the 
increase in government revenues gave us more leeway. 
For next year’s budget we will be able to draw on 
revenues as a result of privatization. These revenues also 
made it possible to compensate for the impact of the tax 
reform which does not provide for constant revenue 
leveis. These favorable conditions will not apply in fiscal 
year 1990. It will, therefore, be far more difficult to draw 
up the 1990 budget and what is more we will be getting 
closer «# an election by that time. 


To a considerable extent, our present currency policy is 
dependent on the support of a restrictive budget and 
wage policy which togeiher enhance our competitive 
position. We need this improved competitiveness in 
relation to the EC and in order to buttress our hard 
currency position. This, in turn, has a positive impact on 
Our wage earners in terms of lower inflation and 
increased purchasing power. 


AS a consequence, we will not be able to determine the 
correctness of our budget policy until a year from now. 


But the continuation of our nresent currency policy also 
calls on us to solve the problems of our pension system in 
view of the fact that these problems have an impact on the 
budget. The central bank must press for a sensible long- 
term solution. Changes mus e made in the pension 
system analogous to those max, in the tax system with the 
introduction of the tax reform—which may not be the best 
possible solution but at least did provide a start. 


As things stand, the Austrian national bank sees no 
reason to be dissatisfied with our budget policy. But 
there are some t s ahead. In May 1989, we 
will be holding talks at the highest level with the IMF. In 
other words, we are facing an international checkup; and 
that also goes for the OECD report on Austria. 


INDUSTRIE: You just stressed the need of reforming 
our pension system. The plans for reform being dis- 
cussed at this time are quite modest. What can you tell us 
abcut the long-term relationship between demographic 
trends, the pension system and currency policy? 


Dr Klauhs: The need to reform the pension system is 
based on the fact that the ratio between active members 
of the labor force and retirees is shifting and will soon 
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reach the parity level. In addition, people are living 
longer, working a shorter number of years on the average 
and spending more years in retirement. The pension 
system could only remain viable, if employee contribu- 
tions to the system were increased to three times the level 
of tax payments. 


But the present working generation cannot possibly be 
saddied with increases of this magnitude. And yet, if the 
contributions are not increased, the only other way out is 
to make huge Dudget increases. This can only be done by 
raising taxes which will make the economy less efficient 
or by vastly increasing the national debt. Both of these 
options are unthinkable from a fiscal policy point of 
view. Under the circumstances, a reform of our pension 
system is practically unavoidable. It need not go into 
effect today or tomorrow but within a period of adjust- 
ment because we must take the reactions of individuals 
into consideration. Optical and cosmetic changes will 
not make an impact on the serious underlying problem. 
What we are talking about here are three-digit amounts 
running into the billions every year. 


INDUSTRIE: Do you believe it is possible to turn the 
demographic trend around? 


Dr Klauhs: Our society has undergone changes in fun- 
damental values several times before. It is quite possible 
that children will play a more important role in society 
once more and that the one-child, one-dog household 
will not be with us forever and ever. Perhaps we will 
come to realize once again that a high standard of living 
is not the sole measure of human happiness. 


INDUSTRIE: Dr Josef Taus, one of the top executives of 
Austrian industry, recently warned of a “sellout of Aus- 
trian industry to foreign investors.” Would you care to 
comment on that? 


Dr Klauhs: In my view, the opportunities which the EC 
internal market of 320 million consumers presents to 
Austrian industry are greater than the risks involved in 
keeping foreigners out of our 7-million consumer mar- 
ket. That is why we mv st support structural change and 
move ahead with ov: efforts to innovate in order to 
create the appropriate business units. This does not 
always have to involve mergers; the holding company 
route also makes it possible to collect the capital neces- 
sary for efficient operation. 


We must try to create the kind of businesses which are 
capable of holding their own in a 320-million market. 
Without a doubt, we do not have enough firms at this 
time which meet this type of international standard. Of 
course it is impossible to make up all the lost ground in 
this respect; but we can make up some of it. We are in the 
midst of a rethinking process. But we do need a period of 
adjustment. For this reason, we should not feel it is 
overly disastrous that it will still take a certain amount of 
time until full integration is achieved. 
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FRG’s Genscher Interviewed on East-West Relations 
LD2312222888 Budapest MTI in English 
2113 GMT 23 Dec 88 


[Text] Budapest, December 23 (MTI)—Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher, foreign minister of the FRG, spoke of the 
prospects of East-West relations in an interview given to 
“Panorama”, the international political magazine of 
Hungarian television, on Friday evening. 


Answering a question whether he is more optimistic 
about the political and economic prospects in Europe 
than a year earlier, Mr Genscher said: 


“I am more optimistic at the end of 1988 than at the 
beginning of the year. There is a new dynamism in 
Europe in a double sense: On the one hand, within the 
EEC in the interest of creating a single market, and on 
the other with their reform endeavours currently in 
progress, the socialist countries are seeking both internal 
and external openness. It is true that this process does 
not have the same momentum in all the socialist coun- 
tries. These two trends, however, the dynamic develop- 
ment of EEC and the reform endeavours of the socialist 
countries, aim at the same target of more cooperation in 
Europe, which gives rise to hope at the end of 1988." 


Answering a question whether he is optimistic about the 
successful completion of the Vienna follow-up, Mr Gen- 
scher said: 


“Yes, I think that the conference is about to end. But I also 
agree with the slight criticism that the question implies. | 
also would have liked the conference to have been com- 
pleted earlier, all the more so because successful comple- 
tion is a prerequisite to the talks on conventional c.sarma- 
ment in Europe. This is a pivotal issue of the continent's 
security and it is high time we ‘aunched talks.” 


Question: “To what extent does Mikhail Gorbachev's 
proposal on unilateral troop cuts contribute to this?” 


Answer: “As the Eastern European countries have con- 
siderable superiority in armaments, the announcement 
iS an important step that takes us closer to the establish- 
ment of balance. We want to establish balance on a lower 
level of armaments, and we will reach it through unequal 
reductions. The side that has more, has to eliminate 
more. At the same time both sides should be deprived of 
the means of a surprise attack or any attack, through a 
new structure of security,” said Mr Genscher. On his 
talks with the Hungarian leaders he said: 


“I found wat in the issues we have just mentioned, our 
targets are similar or identical. As a matter of course, | was 
interested in how they perceive the country’s future devel- 
opment and that of the internal reforms. I was confirmed 
in my opinion that the H leaders are resolute in 
the reform policy and determined to continue it.” 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 5 


Q.: “Why is the FRG interested in the Hungarian reform 
process?” 


A.: “We hold that should the socialist countries become 
internally and externally open, it would improve oppor- 
tunities for cooperaticn. it is exactly the comprehensive 
cooperation that we need :o establish a peaceful order in 
Europe that we call the European common house [sen- 
tence as received]. That is, the success of the reform 
process is in the interest of the socialist countries and at 
the same time it also serves pan-European cooperation. 
This is why we wish it success,” stated Mr Genscher, 
foreign minister of the FRG. 


Human Rights Association on Prisoners in USSR 
AU2812131688 Cologne Deutschland Network 
in German 120° GMT 28 Dec 88 


[Text] According to the findings of the International 
Human Rights Association, 431! citizens are imprisoned 
for religious or political reasons in the Soviet Union. 
However, one has to proceed on the assumption that the 
number of prisoners is considerably larger, according to 
a declaration published in Frankfurt/Main today. Of the 
registered prisoners, 238 a, in detention camps, 14! are 
undergoing forced psychiatric treatment, and 85 of them 
in the infamous special institutions. The rest have been 
recruited for forced labor in places of exile, regular 
prisons, or during pretrial detention. According to the 
association, there were 503 prisoners 3 months ago. 


* Emnid Poll on Women’s Rights, Quotas, Parties 
36200057 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
14 Nov 88 pp 104-109 


[Article: “Do Women's Themes Decide Elections?”’] 


[Text] No party needs to offer a woman as candidate for 
the office of Chancellor. Such an innovation would con- 
tribute nothing either to winning or losing elections. It is a 
matter of indifference to most Federal citizens whether a 
man or a woman stands at the summit in Bonn. 


When asked “which party works most strongly for 
women’s equal rights,” voters of the CDU/CSU name 
the SPD in first place, the Greens in second, and their 
“own” party only in third. 


The decision of the SPD to fill 40 percent of their offices 
with women in the future has Id to differences of opinion 
on the opposite side: Such a quota of women is rejected by 
most of the men who vote for the CDU/CSU and approved 
by most of the women who favor this party. 


This was ascertained last month by the Emnid Ivstitute 
in Bielefeld. The institute questioned 2,000 men and 
women, representative of all adult Federal citizens, 
about so-called women’s themes. They dealt in part with 
actual problems and in part with trends, so that compar- 
isons could be made. Further results were: According to 
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the opinion of most adherents of the CDU/CSU, the 
equal status of women is already more a reality than just 
a wish. Most of the Greens view it as just the opposite. 


Germany's men are still just as reactionary as the French 
were | 3 years ago. The question of whether “politics is a 
man’s job” was answered in the affirmative by every 
third Frenchman in 1975 and by every third German 
male in 1988. 


The French in 1983 (when this question was last put to 
them, up to now) were already further advanced than the 
Germans are toda, , at that time only every fifth French- 
man had that antiquated opinion. 


German men have not stood still in their views, but have 
developed more slowly than has the spirit of the times: 
The opinion that women should not take part at all in 
politics was held by 51 percent of men in 1975 and 41 
percent in 1983, but the 31 percent who holi this view 
today is still much too high. 


The Emnid question of whether there should be a bonus 
for women in professions has split Germany's women 
and men. The former are predominantly in favor (52 
percent) of and the latter predominantly opposed (64 
percent) to the thesis that, “qualifications being equal, 
women should be given preference in employment.” 


A women’s majority against a men’s majority—this result 
iS an exception to the rule that has existed for a long time, 
that men and women in the Federal Republic generally 
have the same opinion. This showed itself in October not 
only in general questions such as those on the political 
mood, the role of trade unions, or who among 20 politi- 
cians should be given an “important role.” 


It showed itself mostly also when it was a question of the 
rights and opportunities of women. For example, the 
question of what the situation is with regard to equal 
rights was answered positively by 67 percent of men and 
62 perceat of women. A quota for women, such as was 
deciied on by the SPD, was approved by 59 percent of 
men and, of course, 69 percent of women. And also 
regarding which party is most strongly committed to 
equal rights men and women generally think alike: 43 
percent of men and 39 percent of women named the 
SPD, and 34 percent of men and 30 percent of women 
named the Greens. 


Such slight or even more slight differences have predom- 
inated in the tables of public opinion researchers since a 
change occurred at the end of the 1960's and beginning 
of the 1970's. Up to that time, women had voted 
differently from men (women voted much more for the 
CDU/CSU and much less for the SPD): up to that time, 
women had a completely different opinion or no opinion 
at all on many political questions. 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


There are still, according to their own statements, far 
fewer women than men interested in politics (56 as 
opposed to 72 percent, according to Emnid in October). 
This has an occasional effect in political themes. When it 
was asked last month, for example, whether the SPD 
chief, Vogel, or his deputy, Lafontaine, would be a better 
candidate for chancellor men most frequently named 
Lafontaine and women Vogel. On this point, Emnid 
expert Klaus-Peter Schoeppner said: “Vogel, as party 
chairman is so to speak on the strength of his office a 
central figure in Bonn, whereas Lafontaine steps forward 
into prominence with his bold theses and impresses 
Germans so much the more strongly the more they are 
interested in political debates. And this is still more the 
case with men than with women.” 


When Federal citizens are asked about the pariy of their 
choice, there is hardly any difference beiween the 
answers of men and women but a very great difference 
between younger and older persons. According to Ger- 
mans under 30, both men and women, there is a red- 
green majority in Bonn. According to the will of middie- 
aged persons, a strong SPD would have a choice between 
the FDP and the Greens as its coalition partner. Only 
among older Germans (over 45) of both sexes does the 
CDU/CSU have a majority on this issue. 


If the CDU/CSU wants to become so strong by the 1990 
Bundestag elections that it will again achieve a majority 
together with the FDP (this is no longer the case since the 
last 3 months according to Emnid surveys), it will have 
to gain adherents among younger Federal citizens, espe- 
cially among younger women, according to the opinion 
of CDU General Secretary Geissler. 


Yet the hard job the CDU/CSU has in gaining the support 
of women is shown in their attitude toward abortion. 


Twice in the recent period Emnid researched the opinion 
of Federal citizens on this subject, which is presently one 
of the most controversial ones. In October 1987 and 
April 1988, the viewpoints were so identical that it was 
superfluous to repeat the question last month. 


Forty-four percent of all women and even 53 percent of 
women aged 18-29 spoke in April in favor of immunity 
from prosecution for an abortion—in general or in the 
first 3 months. 


A further 32 percent of all women and 34 percent of 
women under 30 approved in general the present legal 
provision: Abortion shail “in certain cases be permitted, 
for example, if there are meilical reasons for it or in the 
case of bad social conditions.” 


Only 23 percent of 3!! women and actually only 10 
percent of younger women demanded, as do a part of 
CDU/CSU politicians and the Catholic Church, a 
sterner ruling: An abortion “should only be allowed if the 
life of the woman is endangered.” 











FBIS-WEU-838-250 
29 December 1988 


Thus the CDU/CSU, even if it does not want to infringe 
on paragraph 218 but wants to make abortion more 
difficult by another means, is on a course by which it 
cannot win women over, but can indeed lose them. 


Also, all the themes having to do with political and 
professicnal rights and opportunities for women cannot 
bring the CDU/CSU any gains in election campaigns. On 
the contrary, the CDU/CSU must fear these themes. It 
doesn’t rate as competent in this field even among most 
of its own adherents, and almost every theme brings 
discord into its own ranks: 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


An absolute majority of CDU/CSU women voters do not 
consider politics to be a man’s job, and a bare majority of 
this party's male voters are of a different opinion. And a 
bonus for women in professional life is rejected by a 
two-thirds majority of men in this party, while this party's 
women adherents are equally for and against such a bonus. 


There is only one slight consolation for the CDU/CSU 
Strategists: The bonus is also splitting the male and 
female voters of the SPD and even the Greens: .he 
majority of men are against it, and the majority of 
women are for it. 
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Valente Girls Released; Arrive in Benghazi 
LD2612112488 Paris International Service 
in French 1100 GMT 29 Dec 88 


[Text] They are free: Marie-Laure and Virginie, the two 
young daugh..ers of Jacqueline Valente, have just arrived 
in Benghazi, Libya where the special envoy of the French 
Government, Ambassador Leon Bouvier, has been since 
yesterday charged with the task of finalizing the last 
details of their relerse. A few moments earlier, Roland 
Dumas, the minister of foreign affairs, stated that the 
efforts which had been undertaken for so long were on 
the verge of reaching a successful conclusion. The two 
been in the hands of the Palestinians of the Abu 
Nidal group for more than a year and their release had 
been announced by the extremists on Christmas Eve. 


* High Number of Voter Abstentions Discussed 


* Abstentionists Profiled 
35190037 Paris LE MONDE in French 9 Nov 88 p 9 


[Article by Jean-Luc Parodi, director of research at the 
National Foundation for Political Science and adviser on 
political studies to the French Public Opinion Institute] 


[Text] To explain the record number of voter abstentions 
on 6 November, we must begin by breaking it down. A 
typological analysis of the reasons for abstention, based 
on an IFOP {French Public Opinion Institute}-RTL 
{Luxembourg Radio and Television System}-LE 
MONDE survey of 508 abstentionists after the polls 
closed on 6 November, makes it possible to sketch out 
that breakdown and avoid simplistic talk based on polls 
which report only overall and majority responses. That 
analysis leads us to distinguish five different kinds of 
abstentionism. 


i. Abstentionism due to political opposition (19 percent). 


This is the most political group: 89 percent of these 
ybstentionists did not want to say yes or no to the 
government. The majority of them: approved of the 
RPR’s order to abstain and in many cases were influ- 
enced by it. These voters are in their forties and include 
a slighter higher percentage of men than the average. 
They are interested in politics (48 percent). They are 
strongly oriented toward the right—over two-thirds 
voted tor Chirac in the second round—and are stil 
dissatisfied with the government: 58 are dissatisfied with 
the government, and 55 percent are dissatisfied with 
Michel Rocard. They are favorable to the New Caledo- 
nia agreement but skeptical about its results, pessimistic 
about what will happen in New Caledonia, and hostile to 
the government ir. power. A majority of them would 
have voted no (58 perrent, compared to 42 percent 
voting no [as puolished]) if they had overcome .aose 
contradictory pressures between their fears and their 
hopes and their feelings about the agreement and their 
vpinior of the government. Their weight, if they had 
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voted. would have increased participation in the ballot- 
ing by about 12 percent—from 37 to 49 percent, or about 
the same as in the cantonal elections. 


2. Abstentionism due to anguish over direct democracy 
(18 percent). 


This group, wi-se political characteristics are close to 
those of the previous group, is defined wove all by 
conflict between the decisionmaking procedure and 
familiarity with what is at stake: 100 percent were not 
favorable to the holding of a referendum to solve the 
, and 100 percem did not feel well enough 
informed about the problem. This group, a little younger 
and consisting of slightly more women than men, also 
includes more people in the middle levels of society: in 
intermediate professions and white-collar jobs. It 1s not a 
matter of political ignorance in their case—47 percent 
are interested in politics, and 50 percent foliowed the 
campaign—but rather of political modesty. In their 
voting habits, they are moderates on the center-right, 
and most of them are also dissatisfied with Francois 
Mitterrand and Michel Rocard. They were inclined to 
approve of the RPR's order not to vote. If they had gone 
to the polls, 50 percent would have voted yes, and 50 
percent would have voted no. Being consulted on a 
subject they fear they cannot deal with properly, they 
take refuge in nonparticipation. In a referendum whose 
object they considered clearer, their votes would have 
increased overall participation by about |! percent. 


3. Working class abstentionism due to weariness and 
lack of immediate involvement (34 percent). 


Different than the two preceding groups, this is more a 
working class group, but it also includes slightly more 
women than men and is slightly younger than the aver- 
age. It is characterized by its perplexity concerning the 
referendum: feeling that it is insufficiently informed (77 
percent) and also that it has done enough voting (63 
percent), this group has little interest in politics and did 
not follow the campaign. Distinctly jeftist oriented—45 
percent voted for Francois Mitterrand, compared to 15 
percent voting for Jacques Chirac—it is satisfied with its 
president (59 percent) and with Michel Rocard (50 
percent). If this group had voted, its vote would have 
been almost as favorable to the agreement (77 percent, 
compared to 23 percent) as the actuai voting results. But 
lack of information on the object of the referendum and 
the fact that government power was not at stake kept this 
group av ay from the polls. 


4. Abstentionism due to nonintegration with political 
society (8 percent). 


This is the guoup farthest removed from politics, the 
least interested (85 percent take no interest), the most 
accustomed to abstaining (50 percent did not vote or do 
not sav sow they voted in the second round of balloting 
in te presidential election), and the group with the 
largest number not indicating a party preference or not 
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expressing an opinion about those heading the executive 
branch. Consisting mainly of young people, many of 
them from small towns, this group did not feel concerned 
by the problem of New Caledonia (97 percent) and was 
insufficiently informed about the problem (85 percent) 
to the point of not even knowing that the referendum 
took place in France (37 percent). Its ballots, which it 
therefore had practically no chance of casting, would, 
however, have been favorable to a “no” vote (by 63 
percent to 35 percent). 


5. Abstentionism by Satisfied Retirees (2! percent). 


This group of voters—the oldest and with a high percent- 
age of retired and inactive people—is, paradoxically, suf- 
ficiently interested in politics (44 percent) to be the one 
group which, more than all the others, followed the cam- 
paign on television (53 percent). These abstentionists, 
leaning slightly to the left, quite satisfied with Francois 
Mitterrand and Michel Rocara, and very severe regarding 
the RPR’s order to abstain, did sot seem to consider the 
stakes in New Caledonia—which wne-fourth said did not 
concern them—or the referendum: p-ocedure—which one- 
third considered i ilate—sufficient reason for 
them to leave the house. They would have been favorable 
to a “yes” vote (71 percent to 29 percent). 


Beyond the actus! lessons learned from the above typol- 
ogy, what else can be noted? 


1. A vote is a decision. It is therefore more difficult to 
mobilize satisfied retirees when the only thing at stake is 
ratification. 


2. A vote is a collective act: a sign of inclusion in the social 
group and one marked by passion and conformity. The fact 
that the stak<s were too far removed, added to the prece- 
dent set in the cantonal elections and the fact that the 
RPR's order to abstain lifted a taboo (as the same order by 
the PS did in 1972), reversed the burden of proof. 


3. A referendum vote represents a commitment by the 
voter, unlike a vote in legislative or presidential elec- 
tions, which represent a delegation of power. Because it 
represents greater commitment, the referendum worries 
ihe voter more, especially if the stakes are far removed, 
the plar complex, and party orders ambiguous or con- 
tradictory. 


4. A vote is a single response to mul*iple questions. 
Paradoxically perhaps, the Gaullist referendum, being in 
fact a plebiscite and stirring people to action, put the 
stakes in proper perspective and brought everything 
down to one question. Out of democratic good wiii, 
Rocard’s referendum, in which the question of power 
was not an immediate issue, left rightwing voters facing 
contradictory pressures (“yes” to the agreement or “no” 
to the government) which they could resolve only by not 
making a decision. 


FRANCE 


The abstention rate of 63 percent on 6 November is, 
when all is said and done, the result of people abstaining 
for multiple reasons. 


* Trend, Reasons Examined 
35190037 Paris LE MONDE in French 
13-14 Nov 88 pp 1, 6 


[Article by Alain Duhamel; first paragraph is LE MONDE 
introduction] 


[Text] With an abstention rate of 63 percent in the 
referendum on New Caledonia that was held on Sunday 6 
November, France beat all its previous records for non- 
pa‘ticipation. The percentage refusing to vote, regardless 
of regime, voting system, or type of election—whether 
Ev opean, national, regional, departmenta!, or munici- 
pal—has not been that high since 1815. And if, as is 
proper, we add to that the some 1.67 million blank and 
voided ballots, it means that actually more than two-thirds 
of French men and women did not cast their ballot. 


The political world is strangely hastening to minimize the 

of what in fact constitutes a civic disaster. 
Issuing from the most august mouth are words almost 
congratulating the peopie of France for their zealousness in 
voting. Everyone is trying to outdo everyone else in 
Magination to come up with the most reassuring explana- 
tions: the issue was too complex, New Caledonia is too far 
away, the stakes were tco symbolic, the torrent of elections 
in 1988 has been too constraining, and the campaign was 
too lifeless. The fact that 14 million French made the effort 
to go to the polls in such conditions is considered almost 
an honorable performence. 


That argument, more complacent than reassuring, unfor- 
tunately collides with the material facts. In the first 
round of the legislative elections last June, abstent:onism 
wes already up to 34 percent, the highe~ it had been in 
that type of election since 1857. In the cantcnal elections 
just a few weeks ago, it beat ite record for that type of 
election with a nonparticipation rate of £3 percent. One 
would therefore hove to shut one’s eyes no matter what 
to deny that France is currently passing through a serious 
crisis of participaiion. The reasons are no doubt due 
partly to circumstances, but the roots also go Ceeper. 
French political society is currently undergoing one of 
the phases of mass democracy. 


Political disengagement by the voters is linked to the 
decline in the number of militants: the “voting strike” is 
being accompanied by a sudden decline in the number of 
people belonging to political parties, unions, and, more 
generally, the traditional mass organizations. Within the 
Europezn Community, France is currently the country 
with proportionately the fewest militants, parties, and 
unions. It is true that the decline is {in the 
Western democracies, but apart from the fact that that in 
itself is not reason for reassurance, the phencmeron is 
both older and above all more pronovnced here than 
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elsewhere. The French have never been very active 
citizens, nor, above ai! have they ever been joiners in 
large numbers. They are now approaching the point of 
zero political participation. 


Of course, this is explained in part by the economic 
crisis. Persistent unemployment, the need for austerity, 
the constraints of international competition, and the 
cruelties of hell-for-leather modernization have 
impaired confidence, instilled doubt and distress, and 
installed dissatisfaction. The conjunction of new risks, 
necessary adaptations, and even unprecedented pros- 
pects or completely new paths has modified behavior. It 
has whipped up individualism, increased personal com- 
petition, and encouraged a withdrawal into oneself or 
into one’s family or private circle. 


This does not destroy feelings of solidarity, nor does it 
limit the need for security in any way, but as we 
constantly see, collective movements of support, protest, 
or defense are increasingly likely to work through new 
Organizations which are more or less spontaneous and 
more or less ephemeral but which generally operate 
outside the conventional channels with their customary 
methods and traditional procedures. Citizens, wage 
earners, and members of organizations are now defend- 
ing themselves in new ways. 


Vvhat exists, therefore, beyond a fleeting feeling of elec- 
toral saturation or protest, is a new pulling away from the 
political system itself. Abstention is its most measurable 
and most visible sign. But abstention is only one symptom 
among others, all of which are leading to individualism as 
a means of compensation or withdrawal. Moreover, the 
idea that political society and civil society could develop 
separately—isolated from each other by impenetrable 
walls—does not hold water for an instant. Changes in 
standards of behavior, the dreamlike fascination with 
“success stories,” the frantic search for individual solu- 
tions, and the collapse of political participation are all 
signs of a single phenomenon of collective anxiety. 


FRANCE 


There are, however, several specific reasons for the 
temptations to withdraw into one’s political shell. The 
first, naturally, has to do with the institutions of the Fifth 
Republic. The hegemony exercised by the executive 
branch (even in a period of cohabitation and even with a 
simple relative majority), the weakness of counterbal- 
ances, the atrophy of regional and local governments, the 
strength of the system of election by absolute majority, 
and the culture derived from Colbert, the Jacobins, or, 
now, social democracy, are converging to produce pas- 
sive citizens. Anglo-Saxon political pundits had been 
predicting this for a very long time, and it turns out that 
they were right. For the bicentennial of the Revolution, 
France will again be populated by discontented subjects, 
as it was in the time of the monarchy. 

The repudiation of standard ideologies and imprecatory 
archaisms, regardless of how healthy, natural, and desir- 
able it may be, is nonetheless creating a vacuum. The 
presidential campaign—and this is not a coincidence— 
proved to be exceptionally sterile: new ideas, overall 
perspectives, and grand collective designs were conspic- 
uous by their absence. The imaginative side of things did 
not exist. The candidates put themseives forward with- 
out a plan. Today, winners and losers are still there. The 
president is presiding, the government is governing, and 
the opposition is Opposing, but the horizon does not 
exist. We have passed from the wars of religion to 
political atheism. So why be surprised that the electoral 
cathedrals are empty? 


Lastly, the caricatured presentation of the political uni- 
verse through the media, accentuated notably by the two 
main candidates and their staffs throughout the presiden- 
tial campaign, has put the finishing touches on this move- 
ment. The rise of political marketing, the adoption of the 
most shallow and sometimes the most perfunctory adver- 
tising techniques, commercial hawking as a form of ordi- 
nary propaganda, money flowing in torrents, political 
rallies conducted like audiovisual shows with walls of 
pictures, deafening decibels, eye-catching film clips, edify- 
ing promotional spots, and gadgets of all kinds have helped 
reduce political society to the level of an artificial and 
flashy universe—a of rock democracy. In short, it 
is natural that the top political leaders should now want to 
appear reassuring: they are abettors of abstention. 
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Andreotti Statement at End of Algeria Visit 
7 ee Rome ANSA in English 0809 GMT 


[Text] (ANSA) Algiers [no date as received}—The year 
1988 will leave behind a “positive legacy” as far as a 
solution to the Palestinian problem is concerned, thanks 
to re-forged unity within Yasir ‘Arafat's Palestine Liber- 
ation Organization and the onset of a constructive dia- 
logue between the PLO and the United States, said 
Foreign Minister Giulio Andreotti of Italy. 


In a statement made Wednesday, on the second and 
closing day of his visit to Algiers, Andreotti also cited as 
affirmative the solidarity of the Arab nations with the 


Algerian president and Prime Minister Kasdi Mer- 
who met the Italian foreign minister in the morning 
Wednesday, reaffirmed their solidarity with Libya. 


a plant described by Washington as the world's biggest 
plant for the manufacture of chemical weapons and said 
by Libya to be a facility for the manufacture of pharma- 
ceutical products. 

The foreign minister voiced the hope that there will be 


no complications in this area which would pose ques- 
tions over the present balance. 


Also in the morning, Andreotti paid homage at the mon- 
ument to the Algerian revolution and toured the museum 
dedicated to the resistance and the Armed Forces. In the 
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evening, he will sign the new three-year agreement. Thurs- 
day morning, he will travel to the Ghardaia oasis and 
return to Rome directly from Ghardaia. 


Pope To Visit Seoul Next Year 
SK24 12025288 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0236 GMT 24 Dec 88 


{Text} Seoul, Dec. 24 (YONHAP)—Pope John Paul [II] 
will visit South Korea late next year to attend the 44th 
International Eucharistic Congress to be held in Seoul, 
an official of the Roman Catholic Church said Saturday. 


The Vatican is consulting the Chinese and North Korean 
Governments on the pope's visit of the two countries 
before his visit to South Korea slated for Oct. 7-9. The 
quadrennial eucharistic congress will be held Oct. 5-8. If 
the plan is realized, the pontiff hopes to come to Seoul 
from via Panmunjom, truce village in the 
Demilitarized Zone dividing South and North Korea, 
the official said. 


He cited the aspiration of the Vatican to ease tension and 
promote peace on the divided Korean peninsula as 
another reason behind the pope's hope to tour China and 
North Korea. 


Pope John Paul II visited Korea for the first time in May 
1984, to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the 
Korean Catholic Church. 


Another church source said Chang Yik, 56, a South 
Korean priest, discussed the possible papal visit to 
Beijing and Pyongyang with Vatican authorities. 


Chang recently visited Beijing and Pyongyang as a 
special envoy from the Vatican. 


* Absenteeism Follows Abolition of Secret Vote 


* Forced Attendance Pondered 
35280020a Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
22 Oct 88 p 2 


[Article by Giorgio Battistini: “lotti Punishes Absent 
Deputies”’] 


[Text] They have been summoned, like train drivers, like 
COBAS [Independent Group of Railroad Locomotive 
Engineers] breaking the rules, but they are deputies. The 
record absenteeism of members of parliament which has 
been emptying the Chamber of Deputies for a week now is 
causing a minor . After the big grind over the 
secret vote, with at least 5 days of attendance en masse in 
the hall (generally admitted to be a record), the deputies 
gave themselves leave as a bonus. Nothing official. On the 
contrary, it was almost word of mouth, an implicit resump- 
tion of contacts with the various constituencies that had 
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been somewhat neglected in favor of 2 weeks in the capital. 
Tae cost of this unanimous action was the normal legisla- 
tive activity, the routine of ballotting constantly postponed 
for “lack of a quorum.” 


This has been a difficult breaking in process after the era 
of the secret vote. The parliamentary officials of the 
majority parties in particular were so embarrassed that 
the two major groups had opted for a mass mobilization 
of deputies. The policymakers at the parliamentary com- 
mittee building next to Montecitorio, where the parties 
represented in the Chamber of Deputies have their 
headquarters, issued their call for the mass mobilization 
of deputies for the following week. The Christian Dem- 
ocratic Party (DC) and the Italian Socialist Party (PSI) 
ass mbled their parliamentary troops with telephone 
calls and registered telegrams. The Christian Democrats 
suggested intervention by lotti herself against the absen- 
tees. Martinazzoli stated that “in this case the sanctions 
would appear to have greater impact than those applied 
by individual groups.” The two major parties in the 
coalition, the DC and the PSI, together send around 350 
deputies. Literally all of them will do what they can in 
the next few days to make people forget about the 
absences and decide on the sale of airplanes to Iraq and 
minimum-security prisons, which are on the agenda 
from Monday to Wednesday of next week with the 
Chambers in joint session. Medical certificates will not 
be excuse enough for absentees, and sick family mem- 
bers even less so. Undersecretaries and commission 
members may get away with travel abroad. So every 
excuse will be checked. 


Legislative activity has always been concentrated in the 
middle of the week at Montecitorio and at Madame lotti's 
palace. For almost everybody the weekend has always 
begun Thursday evening and ended on Tuesday afternoon. 
However, the long tug of war over the secret vote and the 
break with the opposition parties, notably the Commu- 
nists, has created a new situation. As Giuliano Silvestri 
explained, “associational democracy always had the merit 
of utilizing the Italian Communist Party (PCI) for day-to- 
day parliamentary work. Rarely was a quorum iacking. 
Because of the new regulation, this support is diminishing 
and the majority now finds itself alone facing its respon- 
sibilities.” Hence it stood by itself in requesting or effec- 
tively causing postponement of seven votes last week. 
They would have gone unnoticed had they not taken place 
on the day after the clash over the regulation, in a more 
difficult atmosphere with the minority representations, 
and had they not centered around matters of broad interest 
such as the war on plastic pollution, or something even 
more important, the speed limits. The majority was virtu- 
ally missing, with sensational absentee percentages: 76 
percent for the PSDI, 73 for the PLI, 67 percent for the 
PSI, 66 for the Republican Party PRI, and 54 for the DC in 
yesterday's session. 


This naturally makes the opposition happy. “The major- 
ity cannot govern by staying home,” stated Guido 
Alborghetti, secretary of the Communist group. “There 
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are political reasons for its defections, but in the future 
we will demand that the majority itself guarantee, in the 
hall, the quorum of 316 for ballotting.” ““The absentee- 
ism is due to a lack of interest in the debates, because 
everything is decided in advance by the party secretari- 
ats,” added Pazzaglia of the Italian Social Movement. 
“What should be done is to "bring back the obligation of 
signing in and eliminate the lump sum payment arrange- 
ment which has resulted m today’s highest paid deputy 
being in effect the one most often absent.“ 


The five majority parties are embarrassed and con- 
cerned, but there are also some signs of a reaction. They 
are exhibited by the Christian Democrats, who are 
hastening to grant their deputies more prominence in the 
party structure, starting with the next congress. Elected 
members (deputies and senators) are currently assigned 
10 percent of votes at a congress, 3,500 each. The 
percentage will be doubled to represent 20 percent of the 
Christian Democratic congressional contingent. Their 
importance in the party will increase, and perhaps the 
suffering of the menial deputy will diminish. He has felt 
himself to be a robot responding to the push of a button, 
without even the escape valve of dissent by secret vote. 
Problems do remain, of course. “There is a minimum 
ethical level in the relationship between parliamentani- 
ans and institutions which is respected,” stated Mino 
Martinazzoli, chairman of the group of DC deputies. 
The risk of a gridlocked parliament is due not to open 
voting but to “the changed attitude of the opposition 
parties and to the fact that they are not cooperating to 
guarantee a quorum.” At this point, since it is “impos- 
sible” to go beyond the current sanctions against absen- 
tees, it is up to lotti herself to make a “comprehensive 
evaluation of the parliamentary commitment.” 


* Expected Reaction 
35280020a Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
22 Oct 88 p 2 


[Article by Giorgio Rossi: “The Impossible Miracle of 
Open Voting”)} 


[Text] Rome. It was easy to prophesy that the sudden 
(virtual) abolition of secret voting would cause more 
difficulties and trouble than clarity and simplification in 
parliamentary work. The success Thursday at Monteci- 
torio, with the government defeated a dozen times in 
open voting until everything was postponed for the 
absent troops, was an immediate confirmation of the 
symptoms that had developed during the preceding days, 
when the gaps in the government ranks, the lack of 
communist support to make up a quorum (a requirement 
for enacting laws and parliamentary measures), and the 
conflicts between the government parties first caused a 
slowing down, then led to deferral of a decision on, and 
ultimately forced withdrawal of the speed limit resolu- 
tion. The next evening in the Chamber also demon- 
strated clearly that abolition of the secret vote is not a 
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miraculous panacea capable of solving all the problems 
of governability, ability to operate, and political clarity, 
as SO many parties would have had us believe. 


The Depaty’s Work 


The secret vote does not ex 2 cone, Se ® 5 
enough to hold up to public scorn the saga of the 
percent of the 
depu- 


absenteeism of the majority deputies (70 
Socialist and 58 percent of the Social 

ties were absent from Montecitorio on Thursday). The 
phenomenon is deplorable and in many cases shameful. 
If a citizen is elected to represesent a segment of public 
Opinion, the function for which he is paid by the tax- 
payer is to be present and active in Parliament, to 
participate in the making of laws, and to contribute to 
passage or rejection of these laws. Otherwise he should 
go back to private life. At the same time, though, we 
should not forget that it is the party system itself, within 
a particular electoral system, which in many cases forces 
the citizen serving in Parliament to absent himself. It is 
true that there are deputies whose absenteeism is to be 
ascribed to slovenly behavior, absorption by personal 
business, lack of preparation, and irresponsibility. But it 
is also true that all of them, if they want to be relected 
and obtain the advantages needed to beat the competi- 
tion, have to work long, hard hours among their constit- 
vents and hold their stay in Rome to the minimum. The 
problem is not solved by summons and threats by the 
group leaders. 


Some good must also have come out of what happened at 
Montecitorio. There was much confusion (so much that 
even Forlani and Piccoli mistakenly ended up voting for 
an amendment introduced by the Proletarian Demo- 
cratic Party). But for the first time there was also the 
spectacle of a group of Christian Democratic deputies, 
after being urged on by a colleague, openly breaking with 
the majority position and adding their votes to those of 
the opposition. It may mark the auspicious beginning of 
a new and noble custom. And confused situations under- 
standably occur during a transitional stage calling for the 
abandonment of deeply rooted habits and a mental 
adjustment to new rules. But this is not the point. “An 
institutional system is governed in all its parts by powers 
and opposing powers, by weights and counterweights. 
The procedure followed in Italy has no precedents in 
other parts of the world. I fear that we are erecting a 
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ramshackle building, piece by piece, without knowing 
where it will end.” Occhetto has come to this conclusion, 
and it is difficult not to share his fears. 


What point has been reached by the institutional reforms 
whose first result was to have been almost total abolition 
of secret voting? It is a question of the overall system of 
Parliament, with around 10 draft constitutional laws to 
be considered, but no definite agenda has yet been set in 
the Senate, and the majority still has not worked out its 
proposal, while the communists are insisting on a dis- 
cussion of the possibility of devising a monocameral 
system accompanied by drastic reduction in ‘u« number 
of members of Parliament. Simple changes in the Senate 
regulation are vaguely scheduled for the end of Novem- 
ber (voting systems, procedures for issuing decrees, bud- 
get session, rights of Parliament), but the majority does 
not appear to be in any hurry. In addition to choice of a 
basis (two chambers or only one), there are the problems 
of administrative decentralization, regionalism, election 
of delegates, and division of powers between the political 
figures (the ministers) and the implementing apparatus 
(the administration). 


The Electoral Law 


Basically, because institutional reforms are coordinated 
in a broad and uniform context, there is the problem of 
the electoral law. The Communists have taken up the 
question again with their secretary. The proposal, by no 
means clearly defined as yet, concerns the administrative 
electoral system, which should allow “direct election of 
coalitions.” This would be only the first step, to be later 
adjusted to the political electoral system, “so as to allow 
citizens to decide directly about the government of the 
country.” To some extent this is the proposal advanced 
at one time by De Mita, but it met with hostility on the 
part of the Socialist Party. It is no accident that the 
government accords make no mention of reconsidering 
the electoral laws. And yet, if there is truly a desire to 
modernize, the question will have to be dealt with in one 
way or another. Whether voting is secret or open, things 
work only if coalitions are really in harmony and have 
thought out carefully, before giving advance notice to the 
electors, the matter of the government which they intend 
to support, and with whom they mean to support it. The 
current muddle may otherwise become chronic, in a 
Montecitorio becoming ever grayer and more deserted. 
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* Cunhal on Party Role, Dissidence 
35420025 Lisbon SABADO in Portuguese 
12 Nov 88 pp 11-18 


[Interview with Alvaro Cunhal, secretary general of the 
Portuguese Communist Party, by Antonio Prata; date 
and place not given; first two paragraphs are SABADO 
introduction] 


[Text] The Communists will hold their | 2th congress in 
December. A onfrontation between critics and Alvaro 
Cunhal is unlikely, but if there is one, the old leader will 
have things his way. 


As he approaches his 75th birthday, Alvaro Cunhal is 
again fighting for the principles he considers most appro- 
priate as the guidelines for the Portuguese Communist 
Party. Defiance of the leadership has gone beyond the 
rigid formulas for internal democracy laid down by the 
Central Committee and the secretary general. The party 
iS preparing to resist this first attack, and at the congress 
in Porto, which is scheduled for 2, 3, and 4 December, 
restructuring will be insignificant in scope and, on the 
whole, will ignore the opposition’s demands. The uncer- 
tainty has to do with the extent to which the current 
Communist leadership's critics will be present and active 
and with the seeds they may sow. For the moment, 
Cunhal is dividing them into three classes. He is not 
sparing in his criticism of them. Despite that, he seems 
disposed to forgive their insolence. Throughout this 
interview, Alvaro Cunhal talks about his opponents, the 

PCP, and many other issues in national and 
international current events. 


SABADO: Will the 12th Congress of the Portuguese 
Communist Party be one of continuity, or will it result in 
a difference in the party's activity? 


Alvaro Cunhal: You used two words—continuity and 
difference—and asked whether the PCP will be different or 
the same. It will be different and even innovative in that 
there is a new situation requiring new answers both nation- 
ally and internationally, and it will be the same since there 
are basic characteristics that constitute the PCP’s identity. 
It will be a Communist party, a party of the working class 
and all workers, a Marxist-Leninist party, a patriotic party, 
an internationalist party, a party in the service of the 
people and the fatherland, and a party possessing an 
identity that justifies its own existence. None of those basic 
features of the party will be changed. 

SABADO: What can already be known about that inno- 
vative party? What will we see in the PCP’s activity that 
is new? 


Alvaro Cunhal: That question is interesting because there 


are ma e who would like for the PCP to stop being 
the pe nd become another party. They can forget 
it. Th: ve firm will of its members, this party will 
continu ¢ the Portuguese Communist Party. 
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SABADO: So what will be the new features? 


Alvaro Cunhal: The “Theses” (a report on the party's 
activity from 1983), a proposed new party program, and 
proposed amendments to the bylaws have already been 
published, and discussion within the party has started. 
Those are documents presented by the Central Committee, 
and they are subject to debate and to amendments, of 
which there will certainly be many. They describe a few 
lines of action which clearly show what is new in the 
situation and also what is new in our policy. Let us 
remember that at the end of 1983, the international 
situation was characterized by extraordinary aggressive- 
ness on the part of imperialism, especially U.S. imperial- 
ism, which was trying to upset the strategic arms balance, 
engaging in aggression and intervention against several 
states that had won their independence and were building 
a new society, and promoting state terrorism. Imperial- 
ism's aggressive policy had caused extraordinary tension in 
the international situation and brought on the real danger 
of change and of an arms race that would have led to 
nuclear war. When we held our 10th congress at the end of 
1983, that was the situation. Today we are experiencing a 
different international situation. Imperialism has not 
achieved strategic imbalance. It has had to accept military 
parity with the USSR and other socialist states. The 
peoples have defended their democratic and national gains 
in a heroic struggle. There has been a turnaround in 
international relations, and important steps have been 
taken toward arms limitation and disarmament. 


SABADO: Does this new situation represent only the 
failure of capitalism or is it a response to the changes 
being experienced in the Soviet Union and throughout 
the East, which has also altered its international policy? 


Alvaro Cunhal: There is imperialism’s impotence, and 
there are other factors. Capitalism has not been able to 
resolve its difficulties and contradictions. But develop- 
ments in recent years have no doubt weighed decisively 
on the Soviet Union's peace policy—the Soviet Union's 
peace proposals and initiatives, which are inseparable 
from the process of restructuring or perestroyka. Partic- 
ularly indicative of the profound change in the interna- 
tional situation are the talks underway with a view to 
resolving the so-called regional conflicts—in Central 
America, southern Africa, the Middle East, Kampuchea, 
and Afghanistan, not to forget the Korean question, on 
which socialist Korea is also proposing a negotiated 
solution for the reunification of its fatherland. We have 
entered a different phase of the internationa! situation— 
one that requires a different response in our policy. 


SABADO: What about the Portuguese situation? 


Alvaro Cunhal: As far as the domestic situation is 
concerned, the counterrevolutionary offensive has 
advanced and is advancing in such a way as to destroy a 
large share of the democratic gains achieved by our 
people. The process of destroying the nationalizations 
has advanced through capitalism's recovery and the 











formation of new groups now taking shape quite clearly 
in the national framework, the liquidation of many 
nationalized enterprises, and the offensive against agrar- 
ian reform. And in general, that offensive against the 


economic resulting from the April Revolu- 
tion has been accompanied by the offensive against 
political democracy. The attempt is now being made to 
transform the counterrevolutionary process into law 
through constitutional revision. Integration with the 
EEC is also creating new circumstances. There are 
changes in the domestic situation which require a new 
response. The proposed new program for our party 
provides the response to that new situation. 


SABADO: How? 


Alvaro Cunhal: The offensive against the gains of April 
[1974] has advanced, but we consider that the democratic 


State 

democratic features are local power and the principle of 
proportional elections—are values and realities being pro- 
jected for the future. The democratic and national revolu- 
tion stands uncompleted, but it has not been defeated with 
regard to basic aspects which remain as objective realities 
and as economic, social, and political values in national 
life. We project those realities and values for Portugal's 
future in the plan we are presenting to our people concern- 
ing an advanced democracy on the threshold of the 21st 
century. That is a new thing—a new view of the situation. 
And it exists in a new framework that is influenced by two 
important circumstances: the possible revision of the Con- 
stitution and integration with the EEC. 


SABADO: The people promoting the idea that there are 
no significant changes in the PCP are inside the party, 
they are outside... 


Alvaro Cunhal: In the PCP, we have a democratic internal 
life that would be the envy of any Portuguese party that 
wanted a democratic life for itself. We have been trained to 
respect opinions. And respect for opinions means believ- 
ing that everyone has something to give and that individ- 
ual opinions are particularly valuable when added to the 
collective. In our party, individual opinions and collective 
Opinions, criticisms and proposals are not only permitted 
but also desired, solicited, and encouraged. 


In a situation as complex as the one we are experiencing 
both nationally and internationally, it is natural that 
different ideas should emerge concerning the policy and 
activity of one’s own party. It is natural the! party 
members, wanting the party to respond to the situation, 
should think and say that the solutions that have been 
offered are not the most correct and that there are other 
and better solutions. They have every right to do that 10 
the party. In addition, there is a big campaign underway 





Lastly, there are factions organized by members of our 
party who constitute groups with regular activity outside 
the party structures. They try to attract followers and 
attempt to mobilize those followers for concerted action 
wherever they are in the party. Our position is clear: we 
oppose the existence of factions in our party. Those party 
members knew when they joined the party that that was 
a principle governing our internal operations. 


SABADO: Why do you oppose the existence of factions? 


Alvaro Cunhal: Because they would lead not to demo- 
cratic debate but to the party’s being broken up into 
tendencies or groups with their own activities, their own 
platforms, their own plans, and their own leaders, as in 
fact has happened in other parties whose examples we do 
not consider useful to us. 


SABADO: But these are people still connected with the 
PCP, and some of them have deep historic ties. How do 
you react today to the fact that those comrades in 
struggle are adopting stands which are so different and so 
harmful to the party? 


Alvaro Cunhal: As I said, there are three situations and 
three types of behavior. 


SABADO: What about those called factionalists? 
Alvaro Cunhal: First of all, we must deplore the fact. We 


are sorry that men and women who joined in the same 
battles along with us are behaving in a way that we 
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consider Or Open to criticism. As has been 
said, the PCP is one big political family, and the family 
always suffers when a member is lost. It is not the party 
which is pulling away or excluding anyone; it is those 
people who are running the risk of excluding themselves 
through their behavior and their political estrangement. 


SABADO: Do you have less confidence in your party? Do 
you sense an atmosphere of distrust—of less certainty? 


Alvaro Cunhal: No. I don't sense a less certain atmosphere. 
We have a big party that still has around 200,000 mem- 
bers. There is no other party in Portugal with that many 
members or with influence similar to ours in the worker 
movement and in the social mass movements. We have 
great confidence in our party. No matter how many public 
opinion polls they conduct, they will not destroy that 
reality of national life. if it were not a reality, they would 
not be devoting entire pages to the attempt to weaken the 
PCP. We have our feet firmly on the ground, being rooted 
in our people, the working class, and the workers. The PCP 
is not a party easily weakened. 


SABADO: What future do you foresee for the so-called 
factional groups? 


Alvaro Cunhal: They probably know more about that 
than we do. 


SABADO: Do you believe that the PCP will overcome 
this situation? 


Alvaro Cunhal: Absolutely. The PCP will continue to be a 
big national, working-class, internationalist, patriotic, and 
Marxist-Leninist party. With a great deal of strength. 


SABADO: Is your head-on criticism directed only at the 
so-called factionalists? 


Alvaro Cunhal: It is not just mine; it is also that of the 
party. Factional work has never been accepted in our 
party. The problem is not one of ideas, but of behavior. 
It is completely false that there is any persecution in the 
PCP because of the ideas or disagreements members 
may have. There is complete freedom and every right to 
defend one’s own opinions. But despite that, the anti- 
PCP campaign accuses the PCP of being Stalinist and 
orthodox and of solving ideological problems through 
administrative processes. 


SABADO: And those descriptions are not correct? 
Alvaro Cunhal: Not only are they not correci, but they 
ascribe characteristics to the PCP which are t 1¢ opposite 
of those it really has. 


SABADO: When did you become aware of what Stalin- 
ism really was? 
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Alvaro Cunhal: | was in the Soviet Union in 1935 and 
1936—20 years before Stalin's conduct was revealed at 
the 20th CPSU Congress. I lived with young people—I 
lived with the Soviet people. Those were the years of the 
5-year plans, the years of industrialization, and the years 
of Stakhanovism: of an entire revolutionary policy for 
transforming society. And Stalin was viewed and 
admired as a modest man and an attentive leader—it 
was an image created by the CPSU itself, but it was false. 
We saw Stalin in a completely idealistic light. What was 
revealed later was not only Stalin's behavior but an 
entire reality that took the name of Stalinism. Stalinism 
is the cult of personality. It means resolving differences 
by administrative methods, violence, and even crimes. It 
means not tolerating the opposite opinion. It means 
placing an individual's opinion above that of the collec- 
tive. It means believing in the infallibility of the leader. 
Those are traits that we have opposed for many years. 
Our practice is completely the opposite: our practice is 
one of actually combating Stalinist tendencies. 


SABADO: What is your judgment of Stalin today? 


Alvaro Cunhal: He committed such serious errors that it 
is necessary for any party to take the necessary steps to 
see that it does not permit Lehavior like Stalin's. I see no 
other way except democracy and collective work and the 
possibility for the collective to criticize a leader and 
remove him from his post. 


SABADO: What about orthodoxy? 


Alvaro Cunhal: In the draft “Amendments to the 
Bylaws,” you will find a concern to define Marxism- 
Leninism. As far as we are concerned, it is not a set of 
petrified theories. It contains principles of a scientific 
nature, but it is an instrument for the observation of new 
phenomena, for creativity, and for giving us the ability to 
find new answers. Marxism-Leninism is in contact with 
life and receives teachings from life that can then be 
transformed into principles. We have an antidogmatic 
conception of Marxism-Leninism. 


SABADO: What about the party's internal democracy? 


Alvaro Cunhal: We have an extremely rich conception of 
internal democricy. We do not have the kind of democ- 
racy known as garliamentary democracy, in which there 
are various groups fighting each other. Our party solicits 
participation by the entire party collective, with its 
opinions, its contributions, its own experience, its 
knowledge of life, and its knowledge of the problems, all 
of which ends up enriching the proposals made by the 
party leadership so that the con~lusion is not one reached 
by this or that person but by our great collective. Where 
is there another party with that profound conception of 
democracy? 


SABADO: Let us get back to the opposition groups. Will 
they be present in some manner at the congress? 

















the congress. There is no screening or filtering. 


SABADO: Was any special care taken in preparing for 
this congress with the intention of preventing those 
opponents of the leadership from being present? 


Alvaro Cunhal: Any party member who is elected will go 
to the congress with the rights enjoyed by the other 
delegates. There are no factions at the congress. There 
are delegates. 


SABADO: How do you feel as you go into a congress 
where there is protest? 


Alvaro Cunhal: Debates about opinion within the PCP 
have always exisied throughout the years. There have 
been moments of g/eat controversy. This is not some- 
thing new, and | £-~ not accustomed to encountering 
passsiveness in situa*sons. As regards unfavorable opin- 
ions concerning the party leaders and myself as secretary 
general, | take that to be the right of any member. | am 
not one of those who react unfavorably to the comrade 
who criticizes them. 


SABADO: Are you going to this congress in a completely 
normal frame of mind, and will you face it as you have 
faced recent congresses? 


Alvaro Cunhal: Yes, while regretting the existence of 
situations like those already referred to, which are doing 
real harm to the party at a time when it is geared up for 
a congress with will, determination, and the participa- 
tion of thousands of members. 


SABADO: Is this a campaign against the PCP or against 
Alvaro Cunhal? 


Alvaro Cunhal: I'd like to relate a typical episode to you. A 
few comrades came to see me and told me: “It is necessary 
to change; you are the person who is in a position to do it, 
this way and that way.” I had occasion to tell them: “You 
are saying that because you think I agree with you, but on 
the day you reach the conclusion that | don’t agree with 
you (and from what you have said, I can tell you now that 
I don't), you will start saying the opposite of what you are 
now saying about the secretary general.” 


SABADO: Did the campaign start out by being against 
the secretary general and then turn into a campaign 
against the party? 


Alvaro Cunhal: The offensive is against the party, 
against its leadership, and against its collective, so the 
secretary general is naturally includea. 
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SABADO: Will the congress provide us with any clues 
about Alvaro Cunhal's succession? 


Alvaro Cunhal: You call it a succession, but succession is 
not the appropriate word. 


The prospect of having a secretary general my age is one 
which must be considered very responsibly by the party, 
even though I am now working quite a bit and am in good 
health. It is a question that is being considered coolly, with 
sufficient calmness and objectivity. By all of us. 


SABADO: Can it be expected that the congress will make 
those clues visible? 


Alvaro Cunhal: Certainly something will be said. But it 
doesn’t seem to me that things are moving in the 
direction of the secretary general's replacement at the 
12th congress. 


SABADO: Regardless of when it happens, the new 
secretary general will have a difficult job. The current 
leader of the PCP has a style very much his own and has 
been secretary general of the PCP since 1961, and 
despite the collective, the party is often identified with 
Alvaro Cunhal. Won't the new secretary general receive 
a difficult legacy? 


Alvaro Cunhal: Our party is not the secretary general. Our 
party is a large collective of 200,000 Portuguese men and 
women. It is from that collective that the current secretary 
general receives the energy needed for his actions. The 
secretary has it as his first concern to add his 
individual effort to the efforts of his comrades. Today he 
may be a person with his own way of behaving in terms of 
style, and tomorrow he may be someone else with a 
completely different style. We accept that individuals are 
different. There are different ways of participating. There 
is no reason to think that a comrade of mine who becomes 
secretary general in the future will not be more successful 
in his activity than the current one. 


SABADO: You were a militant in a party which went 19 
years without a secretary general. Did you feel the lack of 
a secretary general in those years? 


Alvaro Cunhal: It was not possible to resolve the issue at 
that time. So we solved the problem in another way. By 
setting up collective work by our leadership. 


SABADO: Are you a man strongly attached to the 
position he occupies? 

Alvaro Cunhal: In my party, I have never refused any 
job, and I have always been happy in any job. I have 
handled the most diverse jobs, from the most modest to 
the most responsible. Today as always, any job in my 
party is gratifying to me. 


SABADO: What is your opinion of Cavaco Silva's gov- 
ernment? 
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Aivaro Cunhai: it is a government whose policy of 


objective is to reestablish the monopoly groups and large 
landholdings and restore state monopoly capita! ’sm. The 
policy of “packages”—the privatization “package”, the 
agricultural “package” (against agrarian reform ‘and 
against the rights of tenant farmers and righ 

peoples to uncultivated land); the media “package,” 
whose typical features are the conveyance to others 
the state’s organs of information and the offensi 
against local radio; the electoral “package”; the 
“package” concerning the courts; the tax Ry —~ tw 
health “package”; and others—reflects the intention to 


in the EEC, are negative from both the economic and the 
social standpoint. The people feel this. The social move- 
ments that have taken place since the elections of 19 July 
indicate that hundreds of thousands of Portuguese who 
voted for the PSD and Cavaco on 19 July 1987 are now 
turning against his policy. Continuation of the Right's 
policy is tending to reduce the Cavaco Silva govern- 
ment's base of support. 


SABADO: Won't the resignation by Vitor Constancio, the 
PS’ secretary general, jeopardize the PSD-PS agreement to 
revise the Constitution? Do you want to comment on Vitor 
Constancio’s resignation? 


Alvaro Cunhal: No, I don’t want to comment. That is an 
internal issue for the PS. As for the agreement you 
mentioned, that is an interparty issue of no institutional 
value whatever. The parties that signed it will decide 
whether it is valid or not. The group that will decide 
concerning revision of the Constitution is the Assembly 
of the Republic—the deputies. 


SABADO: How do you assess the performance of the 
president of the republic? 


Alvaro Cunhal: The president of the republic was elected 
with the votes of the Communists. Without those votes, he 
would not have been elected. The results of the first round 
of balloting posed the threat that Freitas do Amaral would 
be elected with the support of Cavaco Silva and the entire 
Right. That would have presented an immediate danger to 
democracy, given the dynamics of revanchism and vio- 
lence found in that candidate. At a special congress that 
was decided on, prepared for, and held in the space of | 
week, we decided to appeal for a vote for Mario Soares. 
That did not mean that we supported his candidacy or his 
program. This always has been and is clear. It is a histor- 
ically conditioned question. Our relations with the presi- 
dent of the republic are institutional relations, like those 


stitutional and harmful to our process. 


SABADO: How do you view the changes in the Soviet 
Union, and what is your opinion of the current general 
secretary of the CPSU? 


Alvaro Cunhal: In 1983, we had the pleasure of having the 
CPSU’s current general secretary with us in Portugal. To 
be precise, he was at the 10th PCP Congress. He left all the 
comrades who were able to meet him with a profound 


= 
i : 


relationship that is in keeping wi 
existing between the CPSU and the PCP. 


SABADO.: Perestroyka? 


Alvaro Cunhal: It is a revolutionary process in the 
advance of socialism; it is not just an evolutionary 
change. It is a revolutionary process with a number of 
characteristics which arouse a proper revolutionary 
enthusiasm in us. 


SABADO: What are those characteristics? 


Alvaro Cunhal: One of those characteristics is the strength- 
ening of the power of the workers, something which, 
incidentally, is not very clear to some comrades, who did 
not think that the revolutionary power of the people would 
be strengthened by perestroyka. We are not among those 
who were saying that the Revolution of October 1917 had 
lost its power to propel social transformation forward. In 
perestroyka there is a resurgence of fundamental ideas 
from the October Revolution; it is a new advance in the 
process of building socialism. Another characteristic is the 
acceleration of soc’seconomic development. The USSR 
was behind—there was a period of stagnation, with a 
sluggish party and state bureacracy, that was hampering 
development. It had become imperative to break those 
shackles by more thorough democracy in the state, in 
society, and in the party and through new mechanisms for 
economic management. 
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SABADO: Has the PCP gone along with perestroyka or 
been influence? by it? 


Alvaro Cunhal: Restructuring is taking place in the 
Soviet Union, not in Portugal. We have not had Stalin- 
ism here, we are not building a socialist society, and we 
have not had that period of stagnation. Even in the 
socialist countries, the solutions are different. All you 
have to do is look at the socialist countries—for example, 
the USSR, China, Cuba, and the GDR. Critical assimi- 
lation of experiences is necessary, but mechanical copy- 
ing is very bad. is no doubt having a 
profound influence not only in the Soviet Union but also 
worldwide. If socialism has an image that includes abuse 
of power, corruption, and arbitrary decisions—if that is 
the example of socialism existing in life—the workers of 
the capitalist. ‘4d will say: “That's not for me.” But if 
socialism is in tue midst of a democratic process like that 
taking place in the USSR and if in fact it is achieving an 
advance covering fundamental areas in the life of the 
country and people, it will be more attractive and an 
example for those in the capitalist countries who are 
Struggling against exploitation and for a society free of 
that exploitation. 


SABADO: The new operating. methodology of the 
CPSU—the secret ballot, a limitation on the number of 
positions one may occupy, and periodic replacement of 
those in office—has not met with a response [here]? 


Alvaro Cunhal: In our opinion, the secret ballot is a 
democratic solution, and many Communist parties use 
the secret ballot. Others use the system of voting with 
raised hands. We have our own experience, and we do 
not see the need for the secret ballot. It is perfectly 
normal for each party to have its own experience with 
internal operations. 


SABADO: But doesn’t the secret ballot imply a certain 
freedom? 


Alvaro Cunhal: It implies more freedom if I can openly 


express my agreement or disagreement, my opinion, and 
my vote without the need to do it secretly. 


SABADO: Does voting by raised hands make people 
more responsible for their choice? 


Alvaro Cunhal: It is not a question of making people 
responsible. It creates and expresses above all the affir- 
mation of one’s right and one's freedom. 


PORTUGAL 


SABADO: To sum things up, what are you expecting 
from the upcoming congress, where, in one way or 
another, all the topics discussed in this interview are 
going to be present? 

Alvaro Cunhal: It will be a great congress of a great party: 
a congress which will express the PCP’s strength and its 
participation in national life in the service of the people, 
the country, democracy, and national independence. 

* Portuguese General on Military Relations 
34420029a Lisbon TEMPO in Portuguese 

17 Nov 88 p 24 


[Text] Prospects for cooperation between Portugal and 
the five African countries where the official language is 
Portuguese look promising especially at the military 
level. This was noted days ago by General Cabral Couto, 
commandant of the Military Academy, during the open- 
ing session of that institution's new academic year. The 
results of cooperation with the five are “very satisfac- 
tory,” he said, despite the fact that this is an activity that 
was resumed just a short time ago. Specifically, 14 
trainees from the People’s Republic of Mozambique are 
already attending the Military Academy and another 10 
are expected in ; it is anticipated that there will 
be 4 trainees coming in at that time from the Democratic 
Republic of Sao Tome and Principe. It is also anticipated 
that another two trainees ‘rom another Portuguese- 
speaking country, which is assumed to be Cape Verde, 
will attend shortly. 


Beyond this cooperation, it was pointed out that Portu- 
gal already has military attaches in Angola (appointed 
several days ago), Mozambique, Guinea, and Sao Tome 
and Principe. The appointment of the attache who is to 
go to Cape Verde is expected shortly; the processing of 
his papers has practically been completed. Military coop- 
eration with Sao Tome, in the field of transportation and 
communications, is to be stepped up with the assignment 
of an aircraft and crew. 


Cooperation is, however, to be extended as well to other 
fields and there is one point that deserves special men- 
tion: the project for a “Marshall miniplan” for Angola 
which is to be advocated at the international level by 
Portugal, along with other Western political leaders. 
During a meeting with journalists in London now, Portu- 
guese Foreign Affairs Minister Deus Pinheiro indicated 
that conditions might be ripe by the end of next year to put 
this plan into operation for the ultimate purpose of stim- 
ulating the economic development of Angola. The minister 
starts with the basic idea that, in the meantime, the 
political process leading to peace and stability has yielded 
the desired fruits. Partners are already available from the 
EEC, the United States, and Japan. 
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* Youth Employment Plan Conflict Viewed 


* Debate; Poll Results 
35480030 Madrid LA VANGUARDIA in Spanish 
2 Nov 88 p 59 


[Article by Mariano Guindal] 


[Text] Profound pessimism is shared by the government, 
businessmen, and labor unions over negotiations sched- 
uled to begin next Thursday on the youth employment 
plan. 


The CCOO [Workers Commissions] and the UGT [Gen- 
eral Union of Workers] deem the plan to be unnecessary 
and harmful to the labor market, while the government 
and the CEOE want to move ahead with it even though 
they do not have union backing. 


Consequently, all signs indicate that the meetings about to 
begin are no more than a mere formality previous to the 
presentation by the Executive Branch of an urgent law to 
introduce into the Workers Statute a new type of contract- 
ing, that of “labor insertion.” The method of negotiations 
chosen by the labor minister meeting separately with the 
respective UGT, CCOO and CEOE delegations. 


Chaves will call a “summit conference” next week to try 
to define points of agreement and analyze possibilities of 
reaching some kind of accord providing a solution for 
the 1.35 million young people under the age of 25 who 
are unemployed. 


It must be remembered that 800,000 of them have never 
had a job and therefore lack training and professional 
experience. In addition, 525,000 have been looking for 
work for over 2 years. 


Breaking Vicious Cycle 


“It is apparently clear,” Labor Ministry officials say, 
“that no matter how many jobs are created, businesses 
are not interested in these young people, who have no 
profession or anything to offer. Owners realize that they 
would have to begin by teaching most of them the trade, 
meaning that it is necessary to reduce labor costs to a 
minimum as well as the owners’ degree of commitment 


in hiring these young people.” 


Chaves argues that it is a question of breaking the 
present vicious cycle consisting of the fact that “they 
cannot be hired because they have no professional expe- 
rience and they have no professional experience because 
they cannot find jobs.” 


The Ministry of Labor asked the CIS to conduct a poll to 
determine what society wants: “Whether it is to provide 
these young people with unemployment insurance or use 
that money to subsidize businessmen who hire them. 
The conclusion was overwhelming: The vast majoriity of 
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those surveyed said that it was preferable to give young 
people jobs rather than subsidize them, inasmuch as the 
latter would doom them to permanent exclusion from 
the job market.” 


Employers also supported this position, deeming that it 
would help solve a problem of the first magnitude and 
benefit businessmen at the same time. This type of 
contract means that a company hiring a young worker 
would be doing so practically free. Businessmen would 
only have to pay the Interoccupational Minimum Wage, 
amounting to 450,000 pesetas a year. Employer Social 
Security contributions, some 150,000 pesetas a year, 
would be paid to the government. Employers could also 
take advantage of a number of tax exemptions granted 
for the hiring of unemployed, totaling up to .5 million 
pesetas. In addition, they assume no long-term obliga- 
tion, inasmuch as the ~:!nimum contract is for 6 months 
and if the young employee does not work out, he can be 
dismissed without compensation. On the other hand, if 
he does well, his contract may be extended for up to 18 
months, followed by a new contract for 3 more years, 
with all the benefits provided by law. 


In contrast, the labor unions are radically opposed to the 
plan, arguing first of all that 16 different types of tempo- 
rary contracts already exist according to which owners may 
hire young people. In particular, the Training and Hands- 
On Contract is already yielding positive results. Second, 
young employees are excluded from the collective bargain- 
ing contract negotiated with the company, meaning that a 
very dangerous “ghetto” is created, with young people 
feeling left out of union action. Third, businessmen may be 
tempted to “fire parents and hire their children.” Fourth, 
the labor market is and the “price” of labor 
throughout the country will fall, making it enormously 
difficult to hire workers over the age of 25. 


Defense of Plan 


The minister of labor argues that elimination of the entry 
wage from the agreement “is only for the first year. 
Otherwise it would come into conflict with the Workers 
Statute. Consequently, they are not excluded from col- 
lective bargaining.” 


Concerning the existence of the Training and Hands-On 
contract, Chaves states that it reqr‘res too much red tape 
and that, in addition, it is not incompatible with the 
so-called insertion contract. On the contrary, “the two 
contracts complement one another.” With respect to the 
replacement of permanent workers by the young unem- 
ployed, the minister states that the necessary guarantees 
will be implemented so thai this cannot happen. For 
example, an owner will not be able to use the plan if, in the 
preceding |2 months, he has dismissed half of his person- 
nel. “In other words, the hiring of a young person must 
mean an increase in average personnel over the past year.” 








FBIS-WEU-88-250 
29 December 1988 


Owners are also required to maintain 75 percent of the 
temporary contracts already signed. As far as the cheapen- 
ing of labor is concerned, Chaves admits that this is true, 
“but it is the price that the unions and stable workers will 
have to pay to help the coming generations, especially 
when one realizes that it is a very relative reduction.” 


Parallel Programs 


Along with this program, the minister of labor plans to 
approve two parallel plans, starting with professional 
training programs for next year, which will involve 
550,000 young people who will be paid to take profes- 
sional training courses. 


The second is a program to promote indefinite hiring. 
According to this plan, when a businessman decides to 
hire a permanent worker, he will receive a subsidy of 
400,000 pesetas. 


With this position, the fifth bargaining table will begin 
withis, the framework of positive social action. The four 
previous sessions included reform of the INEM 
[National Employment Institute], the upgrading of pen- 
sions, civil servants’ wages and t coverage, 
all of them resounding failures. “What really worries 
me,” the labor minister says, “is that the UGT and the 
CCOO have gone for over two and a half years without 
signing any kind of agreement with anyone. This may 
mean that they have given up the idea of negotiating and 
have taken the path of confrontation.” 


For the minister, this Youth Employment Plan is “similar 
to the one existing in other European countries, and 
nowhere have there been protests or strikes waged against 
it. If that happens here, it will be . Whatever 
the case, no matter what happens at the bargaining table, 
the plan will go into effect in January 1989.” 


* UGT, CCOO Join Forces 
35480030 Madrid CAMBIO 16 in Spanish 
14 Nov 88 p 36 


[Article by Juan Altable: “Young and Without Plans”) 


[Text] For the second time in 2 years, the government is 
about to step on the banana peel of youth labor disputes. 
Two years ago, the minister who split his skull open in 
the process was Jose Maria Maravall. Now it is the entire 
Cabinet that will face the anger of young people as the 
Christmas season approaches. 


Opposition to the government's plan of providing job 
possibilities for the nearly 1.5 million unemployed under 
the age of 25 will now reportedly have the support of the 
two largest unions. 


SPAIN 


UGT [General Union of Workers] officials have told this 
periodical that this will be the point of no return in its 
relations with the government of Felipe Gonzalez. State- 
ments have even begun to come from leaders such as 
Manuel Garcacho, who oppose voting for the PSOE in 
the coming elections. 


According to UGT members, flooding the labor market 
with a million and a half prospective workers who will be 
paid no more than the Interoccupational Minimum 
Wage for a few months (because they will be exempt 
from Social Security contributions) will dramatically 
endanger relations with all wage earners. They even 
believe that the replacement of permanent workers with 
temporary employees is a “death blow to the unions.” 


This position of the UGT has brought it together with the 
other major confederation, the CCOO, in one of the 
greatest displays of trade union unity in the past 10 years. 


Both unions deem the strengthening of the trade union 
movement to be of prime importance at a time when 
they feel besieged by the government-business alliance. 
On this basis, agreement on joint actions will be funda- 
mental because, according to CCOO employment offi- 
cial Salce Elvira, “The trade union split is something that 
the workers view in the most negative fashion.” 


ernment wil have a difhcah battle with the clam — 


ting the govern- 
ly because the 


the Boy Scouts, the Youth Red Cross and all kinds of 
Marxist-Leninist youth groups. 


n 


In the weeks ahead, if opposition youth organizations 
manage to expand in numbers and unity, then the early 
winter mobilizations will take on enormous political 
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Despite this fact, the government insists that it will 
maintain the plan as it was approved by the Cabinet and 
calls on those same 800,000 young people still without 
professional experience to determine whether the plan is 


good or bad. 


However, they know that with a fairly insolvent political 
opposition, the confrontation will shift as it did 2 years 
ago to the streets, where the direct election cost is the 
smallest. However, this is also where social cleavages are 
the deepest, as Maravall will observe from his seat. It will 
all be symbolic. 


* CASA Expansion Discussed 
35480026c Madrid DIARIO 16 in Spanish 
19 Oct 88 p 50 


placed 
Spanish Aircraft Manufacturers (CASA). The order 


involves the supplying of eight CN-235 transport planes, 
developed and manufactured by CASA. 


Javier Alvarez Vara, president of CASA, revealed yes- 
terday that he had received a letter from the French 
minister of defense requesting the delivery of no fewer 
than 8 aircraft, which number might be increased to 15 
in the future. The Ministry of Defense of the neighboring 
country had previously approved the CN-235. 


Delivery of the aircraft would take place in 1990 and it is 
hoped that the contract will be signed during the first 
quarter of 1989, although it is firm. Each plane costs 
approximately | billion pesetas. 


The sale of the CN-235 to France is the first such made 
to a technologically advanced country, since CASA has 
signed contracts with Ecuador, Panama, Saudi Arabia, 
Indonesia and Botswana. The order was obtained under 
the auspices of the French Aerospace Company, associ- 
ated with CASA in the Airbus program. 


Alvarez Vara emphasized that CASA hopes to increase 
its sales in 1988 by some 40 percent, attaining a volume 
of business totaling 65 billion pesetas. Orders will total 
some 7 billion pesetas, slightly under estimates. 


The president of CASA emphasized that the aeronautics 
firm: will be financially rehabilitated in 1990, although to 
achieve this, it will be for partners to provide 
the sum of 35 billion pesetas, which will be delivered in 
successive capital expansions. The firm's debt now 
amounts to some 70 billion pesetas. 


He explained that the multinational American Northrop 
did not participate in the capital expansion, as a result of 
which its participation dropped to 4 percent. The Ger- 
man MBB continues to have |! percent and the INI 
increased its share to 82 percent. 


“It is planned that when CASA has been reorganized, a 
new partner will be incorporated. The partner will be a 
European aeronautical firm. We already have two 
have written to us,” the president of CASA said. 


Jose Alvarez Vara stressed the importance of relations 
with Airbus, whose work represents 23 percent of all 
business. Nevertheless, he recognized that the manufac- 
ture of the stabilizer for A-320 continues to generate 
orders for the firm, despite the recent price adjustment. 


The president of CASA defended industrial cooperation 
with McDonnell-Douglas, which it supplies with compo- 
nents for the new MD-11. “Our cooperation with the 
American multinational is not in contradiction with our 
presence in the Airbus consortium,” he added. 


He also reported that the new factory in Puerto Real 
(Cadiz), in which 600 million pesetas were invested, will 
be officially opened. 


* Ceselsa~CASA Mirage Contract Talks Stall 
35480026b Madrid DIARIO 16 in Spanish 
26 Oct 88 p 40 


[Article by Pedro G. Cuartango] 


[Text] The private firm Ceselsa and the state-owned 
CASA [Spanish Aircraft Manufacturers, Inc.] have prac- 
tically broken off talks aimed at dividing up the contract 
to modernize the Miraze III. Sources in both companies 
told DIARIO 16 yesterday that the negotiations which 
began in May at the urging of the Ministry of Defense are 
nearly stalled. 


Six months ago, the Ministry of Defense sent a letter to 
the two manufacturers urging them to reach an agree- 
ment on the sharing of the contract, which amounts to 2! 
billion pesetas. Defense chose the solution of Ceselsa as 
the principal contractor, but required that the mechani- 
cal structures of the 24 planes be overhauled by CASA. 


The solution proposed by Minister Serra was to award 60 
percent of the order to Ceselsa and 25 percent to CASA, 
while the remaining 15 percent was to be negotiated by 
the two com>-ctitors. This left out the Israeli firm IAI, 
which had jo'ned with Ceselsa, and the French Marcel 
Dassault, which had supported CASA. 


During the 6 months that the talks lasted, Jose Antonio 
Perez-Nievas, president of Ceselsa, and Javier Alvarez 
Vara, president of CASA, could not come to an agree- 














FBIS-WEU-88-250 
29 December 1988 


ment. CASA demanded that the direction of the consor- 
tium to be set up alternate, which extreme Ceselsa 
refused to accept because its percentage was far higher. 


ee fe ne ae 

its status as a manufacturer. Ceselsa 
thought that the INI [National Institute of Industry] firm 
was lacking in experience in aircrait elecironics, which 
comprises the largest share of the contract's added value. 


In recent months, the two companies have 
proposals and counterproposal< which, instead of bring- 
ing the two positions closer t-gether, hove ute Gnas 
widened the gap. At a rece'it meeting with the media, 
Alvarez Vara refused to speak about the contract and 
laconically stated that “it is sub iudice” [as published]. 


SPAIN 


The lack of agreement between Ceselsa and CASA has 
disturbed the Ministry of Defense, particularly Narciso 
Serra, who believes that the attitude of the national 
company is obstructionist. 


the contract to Ceselsa, which 
foreign debt in the face of the lack of orders for the 
remainder of the year. 


CASA would have to make do with 20 percent of the 
contract, which presumes that the aeronautics company 
would do the overhauling or part-by-part inspection of 
the Mirage III's. 
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of Kurds’ Forced Repatriation Denied 
LD2912105088 Berne International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 29 Dec 88 


[Text] Switzerland has rejected suggestions that up to 
1,000 Kurdish asylum-seekers from Turkey are facing 


enforced repatriation over the holiday period. A spokes- 
man for the Justice and Police Ministry said there were no 
plans for such a move although individual expulsions 
could not be ruled out. The spokesman was reacting to an 
appeal from over 20 public figures for a halt on repatria- 
tions over Christmas and the New Year. 














Interior Rejects Asylum for Kurds 
LD2912104488 Helsinki Domestic Service 


in Finnish 0900 GMT 29 Dec 88 


[Text] The Finnish Interior Ministry rejected asylum for 
eight Kurds now in Finland. According to Matti Baeck- 
man, acting head of the Office of Alien Affairs at the 
Intenor Ministry, asylum or residence permits were not 
given to the Kurds, because it was not considered that 
they were persecuted in their homeland, Turkey. The 
Kurds who asked for asylum in Finland arrived from 
Poland [as heard] in the beginning of last month, after 
which they were arrested by the police. The Kurds are in 
police custody at the moment waiting to be deported. 


* Holkeri Rebuke Hints Worry Over Estonia 


* Paper on Estonia Demands 
36500027 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 19 Nov 88 p 2 


[Editorial by Rafael Paro: “Estonia's Demand for Law 
and Justice”; first paragraph is HUFVUDSTADSBLA- 
DET introduction] 


[Text] The Estonian Parliament is betting that the efforts 
to uphold the Soviet state of law will bear fruit, notes 
Rafael Paro. 


The decisions made by Estonia's Supreme Soviet fit in 
with a long series of principles and theses included in the 
new policy that has gained a foothold in the Soviet 
Union under Mikhail Gorbachev's leadership. 


To a greater extent than any of the other Soviet national- 
ities, the Estonians have taken note of everything that may 
promote greater autonomy for the country’s republics. 


So far, their actions have been skillful. And it is essential to 
note what the decision in Tallinn really was and not what 
radical or purely extremist voices in the Estonian people's 
front, both on the right and on the left, are saying. 


To all appearances, the new Estonian leadership has 
followed very attentively the debate that has broken out 
in the Soviet Union with the blessing of the top Soviet 
leadership. 


It is not just a question of glasnost, perestroyka, and 
more democracy. An essential phenomenon is the grow- 
ing number of demands that the Soviet Union finally 
become a state of law. 


Soviet citizens this year have heard almost daily revela- 
tions concerning the lawlessness t..at has flourished. The 
new openness has brought articles and essays about 
hair-raising injustices affecting people in Stalin's time 
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and the corruption which characterized the judicial 
system during the Brezhnev era. And people read. At the 
newspaper stands in Moscow, the newspapers are sold 
out in no time every day. 


It is interesting to note that the jurists are finally coming 
forward in Soviet society and demanding change: there 
must be an end to the situation in which the indepen- 
dence of the courts is only apparent. Telephone calls 
from party committees rather than law and justice have 
all too often been the basis for judicial decisions. 


This advance of the jurists, which is taking place to the 
horror of old party bureaucrats, can be explained partly 
by the fact that Mikhail Gorbachev himself is a jurist. 


The Estonians have now made a direct attack on the issue 
of the Constitution itself. They point out that the country 
was given guarantees of national sovereignty when it 
joined the Soviet Union in 1940. But those guarantees 
were undermined in the days of Stalin and Brezhnev. 


In other words, if a state of law is to be established, the 
guarantees that were given must also be reflected in the 
Constitution. That is why talks are now being proposed 
on a new treaty of union that will safeguard sover- 
eignty—except in matters of defense and foreign policy. 


In his day, Juho Kusti Paasikivi warned against excessive 
legal hairsplitting. Moscow is no district court. 


It remains to be seen how much things have changed 
since Paasikivi's (and Stalin's) time. It was expected that 
the Estonian challenge—the statement that Estonian law 
would take precedence over Soviet law until a new treaty 
of union had been produced—would be rejected in 
Moscow as contrary to the Constitution in force. But the 
central leadership's answer left the door open for talks. 
The Supreme Soviet is promising to study the problem at 
its next meeting, at which Estonian representatives will 
also be heard. 


As expected, the Lithuanians decided on Friday to wait 
and see what may result from the Estonian push. 


* Holkeri Slaps Media 
36500027 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 22 Nov 88 p 20 


[Text] (FNB)}—Foreign policy is not a circus. The 
country’s national interests are its bread and butter, and 
the law must be followed when making decisions. 


That is being emphasized by Prime Minister Harri 
Holkeri (Conservative Party). He feels there is reason to 
remind people of those fundamental facts, especially 
since one-issue movements have been growing more 
vociferous and the mass media seem increasingly 
attracted to news-producing direct actions. 
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Holkeri was addressing the Paasikivi Society in Helsinki 
on Monday evening. Among other things, he expressed 
—s— coy 
ee Sens SAS Goa S Sey 


“Regardless of how noble or good the goal or issue may 
be, Finland’s laws must be followed when decisions are 
being made,” he declared. “This means that in the final 
analysis, it is Finland's people who define the national! 


Parliament's confidence, is responsible for policy as a 
whole, and that includes foreign policy.” 


According to Holkeri, the groups or factions which try in 
the name of some good cause to take short cuts in the 
decisionmaking process are trying to bypass the proper 
channels. But that is not right, becausc: at the same time, 
they are usurping power which Finland's democratic 
system has not given them. 


He said: “No so-called public opinion—not even the 
kind the mass media think they represent—can assign 
such powers.” 


Current System Suitable for Now 


Holkeri also discussed integration with West Europe, mak- 
ing it clear once again that Finland does not intend to join 
the EC and that Finland's neutrality policy is not for sale. 
He also explained the follow-up and planning machinery 
that has been set up at the senior official level to handle 
Finland's contacts and negotiations with EFTA and the EC. 
This involves nearly 100 “earmarked” government officials 


and elected representatives in various organizations. 


“That arrangement may seem very bureaucratic in com- 
parison with, for example, Sweden, which relies on one 
high-level delegation,” he said. “But we have found our 
procedure to be more practical at the moment. And it 

appears that at least for the time being, it is adequate. But 
— the system may be changed or supplemented if 
the situation changes. The most important thing is to be 
able to monitor events and see to it that the solutions are 
in keeping with the country’s interests and that decisions 
are reached in accordance with our democratic system.” 


Holkeri also discussed the environment as being one of 
the most important areas for cooperation in Europe. 
Among other things, he said that Finland might eventu- 
ally adopt the idea that the one who poilutes must also 
pay. But for such a plan to be successful, agreements 
must be reached at the international level. Otherwise, the 
attempt is doomed to failure. 


“In this area, it is absolutely necessary to have a com- 
prehensive international agreement,” he said. “Everyone 
must assume the same responsibility and bear the same 
burden. Only then can we begin competing with other 
productive resources.” 
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* Paper Views Motives 
36500027 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 23 Nov 88 p 2 


[Editorial by Bjorn Mansson: “Apostles of Orthodoxy”’; first 
paragraph is HUFVUDSTADSBLADET introduction] 


[Text] Perhaps the interest being taken by Finns in 
developments in the Baltic states was the real but unspo- 
ken political reason for Holkeri’s speech, writes Bjorn 
Mansson, who also comments on Keijo Korhonen's 
policy against refugees. 

There is a common denominator in Prime Minister 
Holkeri’s address to the Paasikivi Society in Hameen- 
linna and in the interview with senior adviser Keijo 
Korhonen in Aamulehti concerning refugee policy. 


Both men raised “the national benefit” to the level of the 
themselves as apostles of absolute orthodoxy in foreign 


It is not necessarily a pure coincidence that the two 
messages were delivered so close together in time. Kor- 
honen is, of course, Holkeri’s adviser on foreign policy. 


Korhonen has long advocated a foreign policy based 
strictly on Realpolitik in the spirit of Paasikivi and 
Kekkonen. He is usually identified with “inhorealismi,” 
or extreme realism bordering on cynicism. 


Holkeri’s ajsroach to foreign policy, dictated by his 
party's some: mes bitter experiences, is of a similar cut. 
In the early 1970's, it was he who polished up the 
Conservative Party's foreign policy shield and steered 
the party into line behind Kekkonen. 


Whereas Korhonen tried to assert that he was presenting 
his “personal views,” Holkeri’s appearance before the 
venerable Paasikivi Society's Hameenlinna chapter is 
regarded as being as official as only the prime minister 
can make it—on an issue which is actually the presi- 
dent's responsibility. 


It would be only reasonable to assume that the president 
was in prior agreement with—or at least was well 
informed about---Holkeri’s address. If not, it puts 
Holkeri’s address in a rather remarkable light. 


There is a striking similarity between Holkeri’s speech 
and the president's (non)habit of expressing himself so 
generally and unspecifically as to make his message 
difficult to interpret. 


For example, what are those “erityiskiinnokasryhmat” 
(roughly, “special interest groups”), “one-issue 
movements,” and “factions” that are “not only trying to 
bypass the proper channels,” but are “at the same time 
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usurping” (the word used in the Finnish original— 
“anastavat”—can be translated simply as “swipe”) a power 
which Finland's democratic system has not given them? 


Since Holker himself declined to specify what he had in 
tes 
in ic. 


The most common conjecture points to the Auto and 
Transport Workers Federation (AKT), whose boycott of 
trade with South Africa and perhaps especially its threat- 
ened boycott of copper from Chile are assumed to have 
gotten Holkeri stirred up. 


The reason is that the AKT is probably the only example 
of a group that has taken foreign (trade) policy into its 
own hands in a way that a majority of decisionmakers 
did not approve of! 


On the other hand, the other presumed targets of 
Holkeri’s scolding are independent civic organizations 
and action groups that have engaged in legitimate pres- 
sure tactics within the legal framework. 


It was ill-advised of Holkeri not to make that distinction. 


Also among the conjectures, to be sure, is the environ- 
mental organization Greenpeace, which engages in so- 
called civil disobedience on the edge of legality. But how 
can actions against whalemeat in a Finnish port and 
against environmentally dangerous industries be seen as 
a threat to our foreign policy? Or does Holkeri imagine 
that Greenpeace is going to step up its activity among us 
to the point that it begins to touch on foreign policy? 


Former Minister of Foreign Affairs Paavo Vayrynen 
takes the easy way out, however, by saying in a comment 
on Holkeri’s speech that he cannot think of “a single 
One-issue movement which may have been active in the 


foreign policy area.” 


But such movements have indee* existed—and do exist, 
if one takes the expression “one-issue movement” in a 
slightly wider sense. Most recently since the days of the 
Vietnam War, and, in recent years, on the subject of 
South Africa, Chile, Nicaragua, and so on, various civic 
Organizations have formed committees and action 
groups of various kinds for the purpose of influencing 
our foreign policy. 


A number of friendship associations with other countries 
can also be described as pressure groups of that kind. Not 
to mention the peace movement in its various forms— 
Physicians Against Nuclear War, for example. 


From a wider perspective, one also finds actions on 
behalf of, for example, increased aid to developing 
countries. And the church has also become involved, 
most recently by calling for a boycott of a petroleum 
company that also operates in South Africa. 
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hc one epee pe pe 
also, in a democracy, desirable free civic activity aimed at 
influencing—but by no means willfully dictating—our 
foreign policy. 


Vayrynen is therefore right on target when he empha- 
sizes that “enlightened public opinion and civic activity 
are also valuable in the area of foreign policy.” It is then 
up to the foreign policy leadership to make the decisions. 
And to bear the responsibility for them. 


While the AKT's boycotts or Greenpeace may have been 
Holkeri's “formal” reason for speaking out, it is possible 
that the natural interest felt by Finns in developments in 
the Baltic states was the real but equally unspoken 
political reason. 


If so, his words must have constituted a “preventive 
warning,” since it is hard to see where civic organiza- 
tions, the press, or individual activists have acted rashly 
on the sensitive foreign policy issue. In fact, our restraint 
has probably come in for criticism south of the Gulf of 
Finland. 


It is probable that no Paasikivi windowpanes have been 
broken, and if anything, glasnost in the Baltic states 
concerned has been rather modest in scope instead of 
proceeding very far. 


“The Estonian issue” has not taken on ideological- 
political overtones among us; instead, it has involved the 
entire political spectrum. And without any popular 
movement coming into existence. 


If Holkeri had the Baltic states in mind, his address can 
also be considered to conflict with the recent statement 
by Minister of Foreign Affairs Sorsa that popular move- 
ments can get involved even if the government does not. 


It is true that his statement was made before a Nordic Social 
Democratic forum, but that should not reduce its value. 


Holkeri's speech would not have been complete without 
the obligatory swipe at the press, which this time was 
told that it is too interested in direct actions and one- 
issue Movements. 


As if it were not the business of the press in a democracy to 
pay attention to independent civic activity. Just as it also 
pays attention to political warnings against such activity. 


In themselves, Keijo Korhonen’s critical thoughts con- 
cerning refugees and foreigners as expressed in Aamu- 
lehti were not something new. Except, perhaps, for his 
acknowledgement that his method of solving refugee 
problems—giving money to refugees wherever they are 
instead of accepting them in our country—‘“*may seem a 
little like the slave trade.” 
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It is his position as the prime minister's foreign policy 
adviser which makes his views “awkward for the govern- 
ment,” to quote the party secretary of the SFP [Swedish 
People’s Party]. 


It is useful to be able to point out that even the repre- 
sentatives of other government parties have dissociated 
themselves from Korhonen’s way of thinking. SDP 
[Social Democratic Party] boss Paasio complained that 
“such antirefugee statements by authoritative persons 
are calculated to increase racism,” and he said that “if 
necessary,” Finland could increase its annual quota of 
refugees from 300 to 1,000. 


A statement that deserves to be remembered, by the way! 


Perhaps Korhonen wanted to assume the role of a “truth 
sayer” with the spunk to speak out, but fortunately, he 
met with no response either among leading politicians or 
in the press. 


Both Holkeri and Korhonen justify their way of thinking 
by reference to “the nation’s benefit.” 


Other people would call it egotism—whether enlightened 
or blind. 


But on the other hand, there is reason to ask oneself 
whether it is in the nation’s interest to continue to exist as 
a closed country without humanitarian ideals and without 
the variety to which refugees and foreigners contribute. 


And also whether it is to the nation’s benefit not to 
welcome or even allow open debate and free civic 
activity—with responsibility—even on the subject of 
foreign policy. 


Foreign policy does not have to become a “circus” as a 
result. 


* MPs Criticize Holkeri 
36500027 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 23 Nov 88 p 6 


[Text] (FNB)}—Prime Minister Harri Holkeri’s irritation 
with activity in the foreign policy area by the so-called 
one-issue movements has brought strong reactions. The 
chairman of the Auto and Transport Workers Federation, 
Risto Kuisma, the Center Party chairman, Paavo Vayry- 
nen, and the chairman of the Green parliamentary group, 
Pekka Haavisto, are taking an unsympathetic attitude and 
calling Holkeri’s statement insolent, among other things. 
Holkeri is also being urged to explain what he means. 


On the other hand, the prime minister's special foreign 
policy adviser, Keijo Korhonen, is siding with his chief. 
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“I am of the same opinion as the prime minister,” he 
said in a newspaper commentary on Tuesday. At the 
same time, he indicated that the environmental move- 
ment, Greenpeace, among others, is not looked upon 
with approval. But according to him, it takes no great 
imagination to figure out what the other undesirable 
movements are. 


In a speech to the Paasikiv: Society in Hameenlinna on 
Monday evening, Holkeri brought up the subject of 
activity by the one-issue movements and certain fac- 
tions, saying that they were trying to take short cuts in 
the decisionmaking process, ignoring proper channels, 
and usurping power that no one had given them. He did 
not explain which movements he had in mind, but was 
also worried by the fact that the mass media seem to be 
attracted by their news-producing direct actions. 


The chairman of the Auto and Transport Workers Fed- 
eration, Risto Kuisma—himself an activist on the issue 
of South Africa and Chile, with several boycotts and 
threatened boycotts in his past—feels that the speech 
was insolent. He considers it extraordinary that in earlier 
years, there were complaints about a lack of foreign 
policy debate. And that now that there is one, they are 


rejecting it. 


Kuisma believes that Holkeri has a bad conscience 
because of the Government's handling of the Outo- 
kumpu copper project in Chile last summer. 


“But you don’t clear your conscience just by blaming 
other people,” he says. 


‘Enlightened Opinion a Valuable Asset’ 


The Center Party chairman and former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Paavo Vayrynen, cannot think of a 
single one-issue movement that fits Holkeri's descrip- 
tion—and that includes both the Auto and Transport 
Workers Federation and the euphoria over events in the 
Baltic states. On the contrary, he considers enlightened 
public opinion and activity to be a valuable asset in 
foreign policy. 


“I see nothing wrong with the idea of civic organizations 
putting pressure on the Government. Its job is to delib- 
erate on foreign policy and keep its policy clear,” he says. 


The chairman of the Green parliamentary group, Pekka 
Haavisto, is demanding that Holkeri explain what he means. 


“The prime minister's understanding of the democratic 
system is an odd one if it does not include the right of the 
citizens to organize themselves into civic organizations 
which try to emphasize their goals, arouse debate, and 
exert pressure on the decisionmakers,” he says. He also 
recalls that the civic organizations were of crucial impor- 
tance to the stand on refugees and South Africa, among 
other issues. 
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“At a time when the nation-state’s decisionmakers are 


See re 


ment is another possibility. 


“Generally speaking, it is a fact in any case 
one-issue movements must take the lead and show 
way,” she says. 


sderdian boedbanVeieiaedtteaiane 
follow the example of Sweden, where the open refugee 


policy has led to a great many problems. 


“That is frightening,” she says. “In our group, his 
attitude is being described as a big step backward.” 


Holkeri himself left for the FRG on Tuesday, thereby 
avoiding the need to respond to the reactions. 


‘Not Expected’ 


In circles close to the prime minister, it was said yester- 
day that the Cabinet Office was surprised at the reactions 
caused by the speech. The remarks about the one-issuc 
movements were reportedly not the subject of any spe- 
cial preliminary discussion. Holkeri’s intention was 
more to expound on our system of foreign policy deci- 
sionmaking than to denounce, as it were, the one-issue 
movements. 


According to the same sources, President Mauno Koi- 
visto was not informed in advance of the content of the 


prime minister's speech. 


* Greens Support Contacts 
36500027 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
in Swedish 23 Nov 88 p 5 


— t] ę BMe Green Federation feels that Finnish- 
relations under perestroyka could be expanded to 
include even direct contacts with the various republics. 
The federation welcomes the decision by Estonia's top 
leadership to strengthen the nation’s sovereignty. 


The general renewal in the Soviet Union and the new 
possibilities for initiative in its member states create a 
good foundation for widening Finland's narrow, West- 
ern-Oriented views on integration and for practical coop- 
eration with the East, say the Greevs. 
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The Green Federation feels that cooperation is needed 
both on international environmental issues and in the 
areas of trade and culture. 


* Panel Joint Ventures With CEMA 
36170028 Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 
26 Nov 88 p 37 


[Text] The Joint Commission representing Finland and 
the CEMA economic organization approved new areas 
for joint ventures at its annual meeting in Helsinki this 
week. In the protocol signed Friday there were in all 51 
projects in the areas of industry and research. These 
projects will now be handed over directly to the relevant 
enterprises and institutes for implementation. 


Included in the joint venture agreement are projects deal- 
ing with such things as environmental protection, power 


In an effort to reduce technical obstacles to foreign trade, 
the commission approved six recommendations dealing 
with applying advances made in the areas of automated 
data transfer and foods standardization to foreign trade. 
Comparative statistical analyses will also be used for the 
same task. It was decided to continue these sorts of 
ventures in the future. 


Discussion on the general European unification issue is 


to continue in future meetings. The next meeting of the 
commission is to be held next November in Bulgaria. 


* World Peace Council Dispute Involves Finn 
361700206 Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 28 Oct 88 p 15 


[Article: “Pakaslahti Ousted”) 


[Text] Nowadays the World Peace Council, which has its 
headquarters in Helsinki, is not a very peaceful place. 
Council officials are on the warpath with one another. 
Some officials want to defend the Council's Indian 
chairman, Romesh Chandra, and the other faction sup- 
ports Council first secretary Johannes Pakaslahti (Com- 
munist). Chandra’s supporters would like to continue 
with the old Brezhnev policy line. In Pakaslahti’s opin- 
ion, the Peace Council should move into the Gorbachev 
era. The Finnish Peace Defenders, led by the Center 
Party and the Communists, represent Finland on the 
World Peace Council. 
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* Presidential Advisor Reviews ‘Cold Will’ 
36170021a Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 2 Nov 88 p 27 


[Review by Keijo Korhonen of book “Cold Will: The 
Defense of Finland” by Tomas Ries, Brassey's Defense 
Publishers, 1988] 


[Text] This is an unusual book. 


The author is a foreigner, the likes of whom are not 
supposed to be familiar with the conditions and circum- 
stances of life in Finland. He deals with a subject that is 
as important as it is avoided by us, namely the role of 
armed national defense in Finland's security policy. And 
he does it well. 


“Cold Will” is, on the one hand, an independent military 
history of Finland and, on the other, a handbook like a 
reference work on the postwar history, composition, dis- 
positions, and material situation of the Finnish Armed 
Forces right up to present-day issues. As a handbook and 
reference work, it is pedantically accurate. 


But Ries has also produced an analysis of Finland's 
security policy and related his main topic to it. His 
carefully and competently formulated personal argu- 
ments on the subject offer us a rare addition to our own 
atrophied discussion of it. 


In H.C. Andersen's fable, he tells the tale of an emperor 
whose nakedness his people did not dare to notice until 
a little boy shouted it out loud. Tomas Ries is the boy in 
the fable in reverse. Finns have not dared to notice that 
they have effective armed forces in terms of security 
policy. But Ries openly proclaims the fact. 


It is high time for us to consider why the necessary 


premise and basis for our postwar foreign policy have 
been actively forgotten in Finland. Ries describes the 
situation thusly: 


“There would never have been an opportunity to test the 
Paasikivi policy line at the negotiating table if Finns had 
not been capable of resisting the Soviet Union's attempts 
to subjugate the country by force of arms.” 


In other words: Without Taipale, Summa, and Suomus- 
salmi, there would not have been the men of Vuosalmi, 
Tali, and Ihantala, no Paasikivi-Kekkonen line, nor an 


independent, neutral Finland. 


Military Material 


Only three of the European countries that took part in 
World War II succeeded in keeping the conqueror’s 
boots from ever, at any point during the war, stomping 
down the streets of the capital. We know that these 
countries were the Soviet Union, Great Britain and 
Finland. But for some reason or other it is not fitting for 
us in Finland to remember the fact. 
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It seems as though we have from time to time deliber- 
ately wanted to forget the Finns’ brilliant national 
defense and military principles. Why? Why do we forget 
that the Finnish Army did its duty—it defended the 
country and its inhabitants—better than any other 
army? Eighty-five thousand soldiers were killed, but only 
2,000 civilians died. Why do we rationalize by choosing 
to forget a crucial phase of our history? It would some- 
times be interesting to think about this. 


In the title of his book Ries alludes to a “cold will,” the 
people and their leaders’ unmistakable determination to 
defend their country with arms in the face of force. He 
presents our former and current defense establishment 
as a true people's army based on universal compulsory 
military service. 


Ries clearly idealizes us Finns. He often returns to the 
calm self- confidence inherited from wartime which is 
apparent as people's positive reaction to armed defense 
of the nation as it is in Finland's foreign policy and 
economic growth. 


He does not find such self-confidence in the other 
peoples of the Nordic countries, nor for the Finns a 
characteristic “harsh, stubborn and violent nature” that 
makes them such excellent military material. 


Elements 


Ries, of course, indulges in romantic fantasies with regard 
to this. But throughout the book he happens to stress a 
most essential point: The defense of a country like Finland 
cannot be based on arms alone. Skill and determination 
are also needed aside from capability. The credibility of a 
people's army as an instrument of security policy is based 
on just these three things: sufficient material readiness, a 
high degree of professional military skill and the entire 
nation’s will to defend the country. 


Shortages of the first element are the easiest to correct, 
although this demands vision and political courage of 
those who make the decisions. The second can be based 
only on the continuation of a tradition and on watchfully 
keeping pace with current developments. The third cannot 
be replaced in any way, nor can it be manipulated—it is a 
product of the nation’s experience and the nation’s history. 
But all three elements are required, simultaneously. 


Ries’ main argument is that Finland's security policy cannot 
succeed without a credible national defense. It is easy to 
agree with this. “The Finnish Armed Forces threaten no 
one,” Ries says. Nothing could be truer than this. 


Ries is also on the right track when he notes that recent 
developments in Central Europe following the Euromissile 
agreement and an increase in the importance of the role of 
conventional weapons make it more important than before 
for neutral countries to develop their defense capabilities 
on their own. But he gets carried away by his enthusiasm 
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when he praises the Finnish Armed Forces as being <ue 
most powerful among the Nordic countries. They are 13, 
nor is there any reason for them to strive to be so. 


The Finnish Armed Forces do not need to be compared 
with any others either. Their job is to be able to keep 
their own country in their hands and under their control 
in an emergency situation. The rest of the world must 
know that we are determined to do this and also that we 
are capable of doing it. No more than this is demanded 
of the Finnish Armed Forces and the people of Finland 
will not be satisfied with any less than this. 


If Ries can be criticized for something, it is a tendency to 
get carried away by his own enthusiasm. Speculation 
about the weakening of Sweden's defense capability is, 
on the one hand, obviously improper and, on the other, 
it does not do anything at all to make Finland's defense 
capability look better. Finland and Sweden are Siamese 
twins in this domain too: The problems of one of them 
are a loss for the other one as well. 


Persuasion 


Ries’ own roots reach deep into Finland too. But his 
background as a scholar and culturally is West Europe- 
an-American. This is apparent in his methods and his 
way of approaching things. 


When, for example, he discusses the Friendship, Coop- 
eration and Mutual Assistance Pact, the Finnish reader 
has the same kind of feeling a person has who is looking 
at his own lighted living room from outside through the 
curtains on the window in the dark of the evening. 
Everything is familiar, things are in their own places, but 
the impression is a bit strange. 


The author sees two elements behind the Friendship, 
Cooperation and Mutual Assistance Pact and Finnish- 
Soviet relations: a balance between reassurance and 
deterrence. The task is to reassure the Soviet Union that 
it will not be threatened through Finnish territory and, at 
the same time, to deter the Soviet Union from undertak- 
ing military actions against Finland to achieve any other 
objectives. 


This way of thinking seems to be theoretical as well as 
unrealistic. The reassurance objective is well-known and 
central to Finland's foreign policy approach. But Fin- 
land’s key foreign policy objective has been precisely the 
establishment of good friendly neighbor relations with 
the Soviet Union. 


We have been convinced that this is also the goal of the 
Soviet Union and is in keeping with its interests. In the 
44 years since the wars, there has been nothing to 
indicate that our objective has been unrealistic or our 
assumptions wrong. Quite the contrary, one success has 
followed another. 
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This is why the notion of deterrence, along with the 
images of threats associated with it, is foreign to us. A 
perhaps more felicitous alternative way of viewing things 
from Ries’ standpoint would be “persuasion”—in other 
words, a message aimed at the whole outside world “not 
to do anything,” that is, not to violate Finnish territory. 


In part, Tomas Ries constructs a picture of Finland [for 
readers] abroad that is incomparably more effective than 
the one a Finn writing on the same subject could create. 
But he has also done Finns a direct service. His views 
may also have an effect on Finns’ own view of Finland. 
This may be the most important thing about the book. 


* Crash Probe Stymies Redigo Plane Procurement 
36170021b Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 12 Nov 88 p 16 


[Article: “Investigation of Redigo Flight Disaster Now 
Urgent; Procurement Agreement Must Be Concluded 
This Year”) 


[Text] The supplementary budget also includes appropri- 
ations for the Defense Ministry to purchase 10 Redigo 
turboprops from Valmet [State Metal Industry Com- 
pany] for use as a liaison plane. The total price of the 
order is 50 million markkas. 


The second Redigo Project accident resulting in death, 
which occurred in Belgium in late August, is, however, 
threatening to force the customers to act very quickly. The 
fact is that Defense Minister Ole Norrback (Swedish 
People’s Party) is unwilling to sign a contract with Valmet 
until the investigating board's report is completed. 


On the other hand, the procurement agreement in con- 
nection with this year’s budget must be signed before the 
end of this year. Otherwise, the next possible time for 
signing an agreement will be in connection with the next 
supplementary budget, next summer. 


This is how a situation has arisen in which it is extremely 
urgent for us to have the Belgian accident investigation 
board's report. In accordance with international prac- 
tice, the responsibility for the investigation is properly 
vested in the country in which it occurred, Belgium, but 
the urgency of the situation has resulted in the investi- 
gation’s being conducted almost entirely in Finland. 


The wreckage of the Redigo was brought to Finland 
earlier, in the fall. A series of tailspin test flights arranged 
for by the Finnish Aviation Administration were flown 
with the remaining first prototypes. And now it has been 
agreed that the Finnish Aviation Administration will 
also write a report on its investigation which will go to 
Belgium only to be verified and signed. 


Aviation Administration Accident Investigation Depart- 
ment head Seppo Hamalainen, who is working on the 
report, estimated that the report would be ready shortly 














alternative if Norway is to have a minority governmen 
after next year’s elections. ' 


A majority of the 1,000 voters who were polled this week 
by Opinion for AFTENPOSTEN prefer some kind of 
nonsocialist government. 


For the first time, there are more people who want a pure 
Conservative-Party government than those who want a 
new coalition government. 


A preponderance of Christian People’s Party voters 
prefer a Conservative Party government to a Labor Party 
government. But Center Party voters lean toward the 
Labor Party. Liberal Party voters do the same, even 


more strongly. 


In its survey for AFTENPOSTEN, Opinion asked people 
which of four possibilities they preferred if a minority 
government is formed in 1989: 


A pure Labor-Party government, 2 pure Conservative- 
Party government, a new coalition government (i.c., 
Conservative Party, Center Party, and Christian Peo- 
ple’s Party), or a middle-party government (Center 
Party, Liberal Party, and Christian People’s Party). 


Clear Lead 


Altogether 46 percent of those polled reply that they 
want one of the latter three, i.c., a nonsocialist solution, 
as opposed to 38 percent who favor a Labor Party 
government. This gives the Labor Party alternative a 
clear lead, because opinion is divided over which non- 
socialist alternative is best. Nineteen percent would 
rather have a new nonsocialist government that consists 
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Party is also included. 
Conservative Party Alternative 


This is the first time that a pure Conservative Party 
alternative makes a stronger showing than a new three- 
party government. This shift in opinion may be related to 
the breakdown in government negotiations during the 
spring of last year and to the subsequent deterioration of 


This change of viewpoint is clearest in the Conservative 
Party's own ranks. Today 62 pecent prefer a Conserva- 
tive Party government, just 30 percent a three-party 
government. 

A pure Conservative-Party government is also ranked high 
by Progress Party voters, with 29 percent opposed to and 
19 percent in favor of a new coalition. However, the 
remarkable thing about Hagen’s supporters is the big share 
of “don"t know” responses. This singles out the Progress 
Party as a protest party which people join in order to 
dissociate themselves from—rather than influence—cur- 
rent policy. 


The middle parties have also begun to think along the 
lines of a government formed by the middle parties 
themselves. A pure middle-party solution is favored by 
44 percent in the Center Party, as opposed to 38 percent 
who favor a new coalition government with the Conser- 
vative Party. In the Christian People’s Party, the figures 
are 45 percent and 39 percent. The Liberal Party over- 
whelmingly favors middle-party self-sufficiency: 62 per- 
cent. And 16 percent of Liberal Party voters seee a Labor 
Party government as the best. 


Besides the Labor Party itself (91 percent), it is naturally 
the Socialist Left Party (71 percent) which prefers to see 
government power remain in socialist hands. But in 
addition to the Socialist Left Party and the Liberal Party, 
a Labor Party government also has support in Progress 
Party ranks, where 8 percent prefer this alternative. This 
reflects the fact that to a large degree the Progress Party 
has drawn its support from the Labor Party. 


Prefer Labor Party 


Opinion has asked potential middle-party voters what 
their opinion would be if the choice stood between a pure 
Conservative Party government and a pure Labor Party 
government. Here, too, one clearly sees that the break- 
down in nonsocialist cooperation is now in the process of 
changing the general political picture. The majority of 
Christian People’s Party voters—47 as opposed to 21 
percent—continue to support the Conservative Party 








clear majority in the Liberal Party 
government: 51 as opposed to 16 percent. 


* Trend Toward Right Seen 
36390016 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
24 Oct 88 p 2 


[Editorial: “Conservative Direction™} 


[Text] Whether the Conservative Party's situation first 
improved—and dramatically so—in October or whether 
the party began to rise again in late summer will remain 
an open question. The Gallup poll in AFTENPOSTEN 
last Saturday says the former, other surveys indicate the 
latter. But there seems to be general agreement that the 
flow is now into the party, and not out of it. 


The turnabout is due partly to the Conservative Party 
itself, partly to others. The Progress Party took the 
dangerous step from expressir= “issatisfaction to pro- 
posing solutions: it then tu’ . out that the party's 
solutions did not work. The Labor Party wages a policy 
of stagnation. And ↄe middle parties demonstrate daily 
that when nonsocialist cooperation is not restored, it is 
not the Conservative Party which is the stumbling block. 


The Conservative Party itself now seems better organized, 
works more systematically, and shows more drive in its 
political performance. Its budget proposal, which builds on 
lower taxes, measures to growth, and a better 
balance between public and private belt-tightening, will 
not get a majority this time around, but it is in keeping 
with what the country’s economic experts think should 
have been done. The Conservative wave of the 1970's also 
started by winning arguments first and votes later. 


For the most part the parties are now back, strengthwise, 
to where they were during the municipal elections last 
spring, Only the situation is reversed. Now it is the 
Progress Party which is sinking, while the Labor and 
Conservative parties are rising. To be sure, the Labor 
Party suffered a slight setback in the last Gallup poll, but 
the party remains at a level clearly higher than a few 
months back. 


This development is not surprising. After a period of 
serious disorganization, there always emerges a need for 
putting affairs in order. The Labor Party and the Con- 
servative Party are each in their way the nucleus on or 
around which a government must be built. This very 
question of who can or who will govern becomes neces- 
sarily more important as the elections approach. 


The Gallup poll of October contains a warning for the 
middie parties here. Both the Center Party and the 
Christian People’s Party are swiftly losing stability, that 
is to say, fewer of their previous supporters are sticking 


but never has a Labor Party minority government sat 
safer and more secure. Such a simple summary of the 
current political situation must inevitably be inexact. 
But it still gets the key points across. 


The picture is confirmed by the survey which Opinion 
conducted last week for AFTENPOSTEN and which we 
printed last Saturday. What the poll showed is that discord 
among the three former parties in power becomes more 
wate hd ond a Ay» Conservative Party voters have 
stopped waiting for the two other parties. Today two out of 
three voters prefer a pure Conservative Party government 
to a new three-party government. 


The middle parties’ coalition government has corre- 
sponding or—to be more exact—similar effects, and here 
people tend to dream about a middle-of-the-road gov- 
ernment which includes the Liberal Party but not the 
Conservative Party. 


In the Liberal Party itself, the enthusiasm is overwhelm- 
ing for such a government which, if it is formed, would 
be weaker in the Storting than practically any other 
cabinet in the country’s history. The lack of realism 
seems to increase enthusiasm. 


In particular, the Center Party's support for the Harlem 
Brundtland government has intensified within the party 
ranks. Had they chosen between a pure Labor Party 
government and a pure Conservative Party government, 
many of the Center Party voters would have selected the 
former. But not all. Almost half of them would have 
continued to vote nonsocialist, and here lies the seed of 
discord. The Center Party will have a very hard time 
holding on to its voters in an election campaign which 
revolves around where the parties belong. 
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There is much to suggest that the election campaign next 
year will do just that. Each period of disorganization in 
politics is followed by a time of unity and order. It is 
characteristic that the Labor and Conservative parties now 
seem to be making progress. Each a center of gravity, they 
stand at opposite poles and have sufficient national appeal. 
And that is when a party which combines a new philosophy 
and a firm foothold stands strong. 





NORDIC COUNTRIES 


The big question right now is not about the Center Party, 
over to the Labor Party side, but 


Party. 
Christian People’s Party behaves like a question mark, 
the Center Party will continue to be a minus sign. 
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Vasiliou Receives Message From 
NC2812203588 Nicosia Domestic Service in Greek 
2000 GMT 28 Dec 88 


[Text] President Yeoryios Vasiliou today received 
Ahmed Shahati, secretary of the People’s Bureau of the 
Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah, who pre- 
sented the president with a personal message from Lib- 
yan Leader Colonel Mu‘ammar Al-Qadhdhafi. 


AKEL Denounces US Threat 
NC2812121688 Nicosia Domestic Service 
in Greek 1130 GMT 28 Dec 88 


[Text] AKEL has released a statement denouncing the 
threat made by U.S. President Ronald Reagan against 
Libya under the pretext that this country has built a 
factory for the production of chemical weapons. 


The AKEL statement further notes that this threat is 
directed not only against athe Libyan people but also 
against the people's sovereignty and security, as well as 
world peace. The statement also expresses solidarity with 
the Libyan people. 


Denktas Warns of ‘Armed Confrontation’ 
7TA2812170188 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1505 GMT 28 Dec 88 


ext] Lefkosa (A.A.}—Rauf Denktas, president of the 
urkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), said 


administration as the “legitimate government of 
Cyprus” are preparing the grounds for another bloody 
clash in the island. 


President Rauf Denktas delivered a speech on “the 

issue and a threat to the international principles 

law” within the context of a series of conferences heid 

in memory of his son Raif Denktas by the East Mediter- 
ranean University. 


Son” aiatede teat inte teen tee 
py NG mew by the United Nations Security Coun- 
cil to the Cypriots, hindered peace, and the Greek 
Cypriots who hid behind this title refrained from making 
peace and were in an intensive effort of militarization. 


Stressing that those who support the Greek Cypriots in 
this manner will soon realize the consequences of their 
attitude, President Denktas said, “They are preparing 
grounds for another armed confrontation in Cyprus and 
if they are not aware of this, they will learn it soon.” 


Pointing out that the Greek Cypriots purchased arms 
from Europe regularly, President Denktas said, “A day 
will come when they (Greek Cypriots) will feel that they 
are strong enough and will start shooting.” 


— a me par Se ny he added. 


Stressing that the Greek-Cypriot side brought the inter- 
communal talks on Cyprus to an impasse, President 
Denktas said that the talks underway would not yield 
any solution for a foreseeable time, in case the Turkish- 
Greek Cypriot differences continue. 


Fandis: Demilitarization of Nicosia Favored 
NC2912074988 Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 
29 Dec 88 p 1 


[Excerpis}] The “disengagement” along dangerously close 
observation posts along the green line of Nicosia is seen 
as the first phase of demilitarisation of the walled city, 
the Government spokesman said yesterday. [passage 
omitted] 


President Vasiliou is on record as saying that the Gov- 
ernment favours “demilitarisation™ of Nicosia and the 
Government spokesman, Mr. Akis Fandis, confirmed 
this stand yesterday when he described disengagement as 
“first phase of demilitarisation of the old city” and 
restoration to normal conditions. 


The views of the presiden. are finding favour on the part 
of the Rally Party and the AKEL Party but two other 
parliamentary parties, the Democratic Party of ex-Pres- 
ident Kiprianou and the Socialist EDEK Party of House 
President Lissaridhis hay publicly declared themselves 
against such a move and said that the matter should be 
taken at National Council level. 


However, the Government spokesman said he was not 
aware whether the matter would be raised at the current 
three-day session of the National Council. 


The spokesman refused to confirm or deny that agreement 
had been reached on disengagement but the Turks reneged. 


The Government spokesman added that consultations 
by UNFICYP with the two sides had taken place and 
there had been no further development so far. 


But the spokesman outlined how the Cyprus Govern- 
ment understands such a disengagement. It should not 
mean “expansion™ of the “no-man’s-land”. It shall not 
mean dismantling of the existing posts or removal of 
flags. No removal of residents in the area is anticipated. 
“On the contrary, an attraction of more people from 
adjacent areas is forecast,” he said. 


The spokesman was not in a position to say whether 
ultimate “demilitarisation” would mean the opening of 
the Hermes Street and the Paphos Street which cut 
across Nicosia anc now form the green line itself (one 
side of the street is on the Greek side and the other on the 
Turkish side). 
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Vasiliou Interviewed by Bulgarian Daily 
AU2312193588 Sofia NARODNA MLADEZH 


in Bulgarian 22 Dec 88 pp 1,2 


{Interview with Yeoryios Vasiliou, president of the 
Republic of Cyprus, with Veselin Dremdzhiev, 
NARODNA MLADEZH correspondent: “I! Believe in 
an ‘Epidemic of Peace””—date, place not given] 


[Text] [Dremdzhiev] Mr President, in an interview you 
granted to NARODNA MLADEZH in late July, you 
expressed reserved optimism toward the future of the 
internal Cypriot dialogue. Would you like to assess the 
progress of the talks? 


[Vasiliou] Since I received you at the Presidential! Palace 
in Nicosia, the first round of the internal Cypriot talks, 
under the auspices of the UN secretary general, has taken 
place. The talks began on 24 August in Geneva and 
continued in Nicosia under the auspices of Mr Oscar 
Camilion, representative of the UN secretary general in 
Cyprus. In November we visited New York, where on 22 
and 23 November I had meetings with the UN secretary 
general and with Mr Denktas, leader of the Cypriot 
Turks. We agreed to continue the talks, and the first 
meeting was set for 19 December. In March we shall 
again travel to New York and will review the situation 


together with the UN secretary general. 


We have succeeded in creating a good working atmo- 
sphere; however, the differences between the two sides 
remain substantial. The UN secretary general made a 
proposal aimed at facilitating an agreement. He asked us 
to prepare and formulate a broad range of proposals on 
every issue. I believe that this is a good proposal; 
therefore, | accepted it. 


It is in this spirit of goodwill that the Cypriot Govern- 
ment is approaching the new round of talks. We believe 
that it is possible to mark progress if the other side shows 
a positive attitude. 


We shall continue our struggle, confident that our rights 
will be recognized and that we will receive the support of 
friendly countries, such as Bulgaria. 


CYPRUS 


We shall continue to demand the rights that belong to us. 
Our struggle is just, because it does not aim to denyrights 
to anyone. On the contrary, our goal is to guarantee the 
human rights of all—Cypriots, Greeks, Turks, and oth- 
The state we would like to establish is a single, federative 
Cypriot state. The fact that the state laws will guaranice 
the rights of all citizens throughout the country supports 
our belief. This will be a state based on justice and law. 
Human rights and freedoms will be guaranteed for all, 
regardiess of religion or nationality. 


[Vasiliou] As far as the question of whether “my country 
will be affected by the epidemic of peace” is concerned, 
I would like to say that the Cypriot people have always 
believed in peace and do believe in peace. Therefore, we 
hope that the internal Cypriot dialogue will help to 
gradually spread the “epidemic” to Cyprus. Naturally, 
reaching a comprehensive solution requires that the 
virus of peace infect all interested sides, especially those 
who mostly resist the “epidemic of peace,” and on whom 
the attainment of a solution depends. 

[Dremdzhiev] Thank you, Mr Presiderit. 


National Council Begins Debate on Talks 
NC2812124988 Nicosia Domestic Service 
in Greek 1130 GMT 28 Dec 88 


[Excerpt] The National Council mecting opened at the 
Presidential Palace this morning to discuss and chart the 
strategy of the Greek-Cypriot side at the second round of 
intercommunal talks. The discussion will continue this 
afternoon and tomorrow, and, if necessary, the National 
Council will also meet the day after tomorrow. 

The meeting, which is being held under the chairman- 
ship of President Yeoryios Vasiliou, is attended by DISI 
Chairman Glavkos Kliridhis and First Deputy Chair- 
man loannis Matsis, DIKO Chairman Spiros Kiprianou 
and Secretary General Alexis Galanos, AKEL Secretary 
General Dhimitrios Khristofias and Parliamentary 
Spokesman Dinos Konstandinou, and EDEK Chairman 
Vasos Lissaridhis and Secretary General Takis Khatzid- 
himitriou. Foreign Minister Yeoryios lakovou is also 
attending the meeting. [passage omitted] 
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Communist Party Leader on Domestic Situation 


_ AU2812135188 [Editorial report] Bratislava PRAVDA 
in Slovak on 21 December carries a 1,450-word inter- 
view with Orestis Kolozov, member of the Central 
Committee Politburo of the Greek Communist Party 
(KKE), by PRAVDA editor Milan Rusko “during the 
latter's recent trip to Greece”; the place and date of the 
interview are not specified. 


Kolozov maintains that the strategy of guiding Greece 
toward socialism (as defined by the | 2th KKE Congress) 
“1s clear to all members, and it can be said that the party 
upholds a unanimous view on this issue.” The idea of 
two main political parties presented at the congress “has 
become attractive to the general public,” he goes on to 
say, but the KKE’s “intensive efforts to unite the left- 
wing forces” are accompanied by “discussions which, to 
be frank, are not so simple; there are several problems, 
including those that have emerged as a consequence of 
the many years of anticommunist which has 
created an atmosphere of distrust. However, our idea has 
been accepted by the masses,” which “are exerting a 
certain pressure on the leaderships of their parties and 
organizations.” :, 


Speaking of the New Democracy and PASOK, Kolozov 
States that their policy merely pretends to be lefi-wing, 
while in reality it attacks the Communists. The scandal 
around the banker Koskotas, which allegedly involves 
certain government members, has produced a crisis, he 
says, and since it is a political problem, it ought to be 
resolved by political means; in connection with this the 
KKE is now demanding changes in the election system, 
according to the principle of one vote per voter. This 
change, Kolozov states, could “probably” become a 
reality even prior to the coming elections in June 1989, 
which could “bring a shift of the political center to the 
left and give Greece a coalition government.” 


He states that the KKE “is less worried about young 
people than certain other fraternal parties”; however, 
since they are “not very enthusiastic about the slogans 
which had mobilized the Communists in the past,” it is 
necessary to “look for new ways of approaching them.” 


Speaking of the differentiation within the workers class 
under the impact of new technologies, Kolozov says that 
it does not inevitably lead to a departure from this class; 
nevertheless, the KKE “has obviously not grasped this 
development in time; only now it is trying to deal with 
it,” he adds. According to Kolozov, “alienation” is 
another problem, because people are increasingly staying 
at home to watch television, etc. “The party leadership 
dealt with this issue as far back as 1985 when a certain 
Stagnation began to appear in the influx of party mem- 
bers from the workers. The 12th congress has 
provided a significant incentive for redeeming this situ- 
ation,” he says. In rural areas, he adds, the situation is 
aggravated by “organizational difficulties.” 


GREECE 37 


* Climate of U Pervades ND 
35210022a Athens TO VIMA in Greek 13 Nov 88 p 9 


[Article by Mikh. Dimitriou: “Moratorium on Rigilli. 
Convergence of Tendencies and Tactical Moves. Evert- 
Mitsotakis Relations in ‘Quiet Waters’ prior to Elections”} 


ee 5 eee See in their views on 
issues of conservative party strategy and tactics has 
characterized New President K. Mitsotakis 
and Athens Mayor Milt. Evert recently. This rapproche- 
ment became obvious last Tuesday evening in Evert's 
speech and responses at the Embros political society's 
large meeting on the question of political developments 
in this country. This had been preceded by a frank 
“across the board” discussion between the two men, 
during which a “framework of reconciliation and coop- 
eration” reportedly took shape. 


The catalyst for the rapprochement between the two 
centers of power and influence within the conservative 
party undoubtedly came from recent political develop- 
ments (which they believe damage PASOK’s image and 
prospects). There were also other recent factors, such the 
results of polls and certain mediatory efforts to end the 
mutual “trench warfare.” 


The new climate marking relations between Mitsotak_. 
and Evert recently is so intense that Evert believes that 
the main factor hindering the rejoining of ND and 
DIANA [Democratic Renewal] is the stance of K. Stefa- 
nopoulos himself, while Mitsotakis expressed his objec- 
tion to the “stones” constantly being thrown at the 
mayor of Athens by Piracus Mayor A. Andrianopoulos 
(who also suffers from his relations with G. Koskotas). 


The general climate of the “moratorium” in the relations 
between Mitsotakis and Evert is undoubtedly also reflected 
in certain stands and actions on both sides. For its part, 
“Rigilli Street” has recently stopped the attacks, within the 


party and in public, on certain perceptions of Evert's which 
are considered more “defeatist” than “realistic.” 


For his part, Evert, despite the fact that for 2 years he has 
not been invited to work on any central party committee 
(while Andrianopoulos and Kouvelas are in charge of 
Political Planning and the Central Committee for Local 








FBIS-WEU-88-250 
29 December 1988 


Self-Administration respectively), fully accepted the 
view that from now on he must serve the party’s general 
goals even if only “as an ordinary soldier.” For this 
reason, Evert will not continue those “leaderly” appear- 
ances and statements of his (e.g. that he has ambitions to 
lead and that he will certainly run for Parliament), which 
could give the impression that he is attempting to 
destabilize Mitsotakis. 


On the other hand, Mitsotakis has accepted the right of 
Evert (and of the other mayors) to have independent 
political views insofar as these constitute recommenda- 
tions and suggestions for the good of the party, i.e. are in 
the final analysis parallel with the party's central deci- 
sions. Differentiation on questions of tactics only. 


By the way, this right of Evert’s and the recognition that 
the Athens municipal radio station constitutes a positive 
political asset for the conservative party in the long run 
were defended by Pavlos Bakogiannis—amid objections— 
at a recent special party meeting. 


Furthermore, Mitsotakis reportedly speaks positively 
about the work of all three mayors (Evert, Andrianopoulos, 
and Kouvelas), has recommended they accelerate their 
municipal work, and has promised that all three will be 
included on the ND voting lists in the coming elections. 
They will be able to resign just before their candidacy for 
Parliament is announced (i.e. when the lists are deposited 
with the Areios Pagos), which means just 3 weeks before 
the date of the elections. Until then, they can remain in 
office, even if the election period has officially started (e.g. 
with the dissolution of Parliament, etc.). [passage omitted] 


The “new framework of cooperation” undoubtedly will 
be tested in coming months and could disappoint those 
who believe today that M. Evert has expressed some kind 
of “unconditional submission” or on the other hand that 
Mitsotakis will not tolerate Evert’s promotion as a 
leaderly personality within the conservative party. 


What is far more likely is that there will be problems 
from the entourages on both sides if they continue their 
old remoteness and attempts to promote apostasy. This 
would happen despite the fact it is the intention of both 
men to move beyond a “moratorium” and cooperate 
closely in the election period. Already Mitsotakis has 
declared his intention to use Evert as a member of the 
vital Elections Committee along with Athan. Tsaldaris, 
Tz. Tzannetakis, Vas. Kondogiannopoulos, Nik. Linar- 
datos, P. Bakogiannis, and others. Time, then, will reveal 
the limits of cooperation and mutual acceptance. 


Evert’s basic view of the current “political dead ends” 
and the strategy the party must follow calls on the one 
hand for modern methods of political communication 
(information, moderation, emphasis on programmatic 
positions and differences) and on the other hand for 
steady oppositioral tactics and self-confidence on the 
part of the party. 


GREECE 


Specifically, Evert believes that the situation today vin- 
dicates Mitsotakis, who had argued in the past that 
“even with simple proportional voting, we will come out 
ahead and will be able to form a noncoalition govern- 
ment.” However, Evert believes that the party should 
unwaveringly support the reinforced voting system and 
explain—without regard for possible costs from the 
Opposing positions of the traditional left—‘the dangers 
for the country and its problems posed by a petty 
partisan decision to use the simple proportional system.” 


At the same time, Evert considers it a mistake to have 
made A. Papandreou the unaccountable and final judge 
of developments in public life. That is why he proposes 
to Mitsotakis specific political initiatives of a broader 
nature in Parliament or in other centers of public life 
(party leaders, President of the Republic, President of 
Parliament). 


Believing that ND leads PASOK today by about 10 per- 
centage points and that the percentage of undecided has 
fallen to only 14 percent, the mayor of Athens is certain 
that in the coming elections ND will emerge the winner for 
an additional reason: the prospect of having new elections 
6 months after June 1989 in order to elect a President of 
the Republic can work in favor of the conservative party, 
which will be headed by its leader and future Prime 
Minister, K. Mitsotakis, but which will also have the 
political advantage of the “historical vindication” of K. 
Karamanilis. 


* ‘Greens’ Plan To Establish Own Party 
35210022c Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
9 Nov 88 p 16 


[Article by Giorgos I. Allamanis: “Greek ‘Greens’ Found 
Party. New Political Organization To Campaign Inde- 
pendently in Next Electionsꝰ] 


[Text] The formation of a Panhellenic Citizens Union 
was announced yesterday at a press conference by the 
Greek ecologists responsible for the initiative. The pur- 
pose of the union will be to bring together Greece's 
ecological and alternative movements in order to partic- 
ipate with a common list of candidates in the Euroelec- 
tions scheduled for June 1989. 


Taking as their political point of reference the activities 
of the “Greens” and alternative groups in Western 
Europe and as their ideological point of reference the 
Joint Declaration of European Green Movements (June 
1983), Greek ecologists have been holding discussions all 
over Greece since early summer with the goal of arriving 
at a proposal for the creation of a political organization 
which not only will campaign independently in the next 
Euroelections but will also constitute an instrument for 
the further development of this country’s ecological- 
alternative movement. 
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The initiative for the creation of the Citizens Union 
came from ecologists from various movements and orga- 
nizations, including G. Metaxas, K. Panopoulos, N. 
Khrysogelos, K. Tsipiras, F. Katseli, and F. Nikolo- 
poulos, who were also the speakers ai yesterday's press 
conference, given in the conference root: of the Union of 
Foreign Press Correspondents in Athens. The speakers 
noted that they are “in favor of democratic-decentral- 
ized politics by citizens who join in shaping their polit- 
ical expression ‘from below,’ pursuing their right to life 
and the environment themselves, and working from 
ecological-democratic principles and methods.” 


In order to realize Greek ecologists’ political goals, those 
responsible for this initiative call upon all citizens who 
agree in principle with the Joint Declaration of the 
Green Movements of Europe to attend the founding 
conference of the Citizens Union, which will be held in a 
hall at the Polytechnic in Athens on 2-4 December 1988. 


* Pre-Election Civil Service Hirings Decried 
35210020b Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
9 Nov 88 p 2 


[Article by G. Tambakopoulos: “Public Sector: Thou- 
sands of Hirings a Month. Will Reach 20,000 by the 
Elections”) 


[Text] Over 2,000 persons have been hired by ministries 
and other public bodies in the past 2 months, according 
to authoritative reports, with the Government using the 
system of hiring “nonregular” personnel and signing 
limited-duration contracts with the ultimate goal of 
making them permanent by renewing the contracts, a 
one of its favorite methods. 


At the same time, preparations are being made to issue the 
announcement of regular public sector hirings, which 
reportedly will come out in March 1989 after five— 
postponements, 3 months before parliamentary elections!!! 
Authoritative reports indicate that the Government wishes 
to hire as many employees as possible by January 1989, 
primarily not in ministries, so that the hiring announce- 
ment will be for a small number of employees—supple- 
mentary, one might say—so as to avoid a bad impression 
with mass regular public sector hirings. 


The municipalities are also joining in this whole 
“orgasm” of pre-electoral hirings. Specifically, mayors 
close to the Government are asking for and—naturally— 
receiving authorization to hire a currently unknown 
number of employees. 


It is indicative that the Government has officially post- 
poned public sector hiring—five times in a period of | 
year' The Ministry to the Prime Ministry shipped the 
printed applications to nomarchies throughout Greece 
some 3 months ago, giving applicants the impression 
that airings would take place soon. 


GREECE 


It should also be noted that the lists of public sector 
requirements (ministries and other) have been available 
in the Ministry to the Prime Minister for some 3 months 
now. The delay in announcing the hirings cannot, many 
argue, be due to anything but government plans linked to 
the timing of the elections. A few months prior to the 
elections—in March—the Government will hire for the 
public sector. 


The number of employees to be hired cannot be calcu- 
lated. What can be anticipated, however, based on the 
fact that we are in a pre-clectoral period and that there 
were no regular public sector hirings in 1987 either, is 
that the number will exceed 20,000, apart from those 
hired on a limited-duration contract. 


* Candidates for Highest Military Posts 
35210032 Athens TO VIMA in Greek 20 Nov 88 p 7 


[Article by N. Khasapopoulos] 


{Excerpts} It has now become a custom that shortly 
before Saint Nicholas’ Day [7 December] and Saint 
Barbara's Day [4 December], the government convenes 
the K YSEA [Government Council for National Defense] 
to decide on special armed forces officer promotions. 
However, this year this custom is not scheduled to 
continue, not because the government is not going 
foward with its special evaluation panels to decide on 
promotions but because certain officers are coming to 
retirement age by the end of 1988 and the Ministry of 
National Defense has expressed a desire that the evalu- 
ation panels hold off their decisions for a month. There- 
fore, the armed forces promotion evaluation panels will 
convene in the first 10 days of next January. 


Even if nothing is to be ruled out in the promotions, it is 
considered certain that this year a big cut will be undertaken 
in the leadership of the three services. The three chiefs— 
army, navy and air force—are scheduled to be replaced, 
while, on the other hand, Gen Nikos Kouris, GEEThA 
{National Defense General Staff] chief, will be kept on for 
an indeterminate period. Besides, “Mr Chief,” as he is 
called at the Pentagon and by politicians, is considered as 
“the soul of the military,” successful in his position, while 
everybody counts on his opinions and advice. He knows 
Greek-Turkish, Greek-American and Greek-NATO affairs 
better than anyone and he participates in every meeting of 
the ministry's political leadership. 


There have been many times when Mr Kouris has 
expressed his opposition (always within service confines) 
to certain decisions or proposals that had been submitted 
from time to time concerning the country's defenses or 
recruiting matters. It is known to all that he was opposed 
to the settlement of the issue on conscientious objectors, 
the delay on the deposition of the bill on the all-people’s 
struggle, as well as the bill on promotions and the 
hierarchy but his view was aligned with that of the 
political leadership. [passage omitted] 





The most candidates to take over the position 
of the three service chiefs (in case they are retired) is 
Lieutenant General Vourvoulakos, army commander, 
for GES [Army General Staff] chief; Lieutenant General 
Mavrakos, commander of tactical aviation, for GEA [Air 
Force General Staff}; and Vice Adm Kh. Lymberis, 
commander and negotiatior in the American bases talks, 
for GEN [Navy General Staff] chief. The retirement of 
Air Force Lt Gen N. Makedos, who in the previous 
special officer promotions assumed the very important 
position of air force training, is almost certain. 


* Possible Gorbachev Visit Hopefully Awaited 
35210022b Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
13 Nov 88 p 6 


_— by Nikos Simos: “A Question of Serious- 
ness” 


[Text] Well, Ronald Reagan too is leaving, successfully 
completing his career in the White House as leader of one 
of the two superpowers. And in the end the Greek prime 
minister never managed to meet with this leader, even 





Turkish prime minister is 


stronger since on this occasion Ozal will get to know 
cials of whose very names, if not whose existence, our 


“authority plan,” one more closely linked to domestic 
developments and to electoral developments in particu- 
lar. This plan involves the visit to Greece by Gorbachev, 
whom of course we have been waiting for ever since he 
took over as Soviet leader and whom we shall continue 


final detriment of our interests: for domestic consump- 
tion. To such a degree that we might all believe either 
that our 100 plus years of national independence is a 
myth or that the current government represents not this 
country’s Socialist Movement but the Farabundo Marti 
National Liberation Front, about which all Greeks have 
received special seminars on national television, with no 
choice in the matter, of course. 
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Libyan Embassy Denies Chemical Arms Accusations 
TA2812170488 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1520 GMT 28 Dec 88 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ambassador Inal Batu said Wednesday that the United 
States conveyed to Turkey her concerns over the chem- 
ical weapon production of Libya while the latter rejected 
the claims. 


In his weekly press conference, spokesman Batu said that 
the concerns 01 the U.S. were voiced by American 
Ambassador Lynn Hansen, who visited Ankara last 
week, to attend the conventional stability talks. 


He went on to say that American officials revealed 
proofs to Turkish officials which showed that a high- 
capacity plant in Libya could be used also in chemical 
weapon production. 


As Libya rejected these claims, Libyan Ambassador to 
Ankara Al-Atrash [name as received] visited the Foreign 
Ministry Tuesday, he added. 


“The Libyans rejected such claims of the Americans and 
stated that they [the Libyans] were against usage of 
chemical weapons,” he said, adding, “they also stressed 
that they will attend a conference in Paris on banning 
chemical weapons and announced that they were ready 
for an international inspection if all other countries also 
expressed their consent.” 


He went on to say that Turkey noted both the views of the 
States and Libya and told the two parties that Turkey 
opposed the usage, production and storage of chemical 
weapons. 


“American officials also stated that their country was not 
considering a military option against Libya,” he added. 


Thatcher's Involvement in Cyprus Issue Viewed 
NC2912095688 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
24 Dec 88 p 6 


{Nur Batur report: “A Secret Méssage From Thatcher™] 


[Text] Ankara—An effort has been launched to direct 
intensive pressure against Turkey and the TRNC for 
concessions on Cyprus. It has been determined that 
British Prime Minister Thatcher conveyed a written 
message to Prime Minister Ozal before he received 
Greek Prime Minister Papandreou's letter. Prime Min- 
ister Thatcher urged Ozal to meet Greek-Cypriot leader 
Yeoryios Vasiliou and to pressure Denktas to convince 
him to reach a reconciliation with the Greek Cypriots. 


Ozal replied to Thatcher's message a short time ago. He 
rejected the British prime minister's two proposals. 


TURKEY 41 


According to sources close to the Turkish Government, 
the British prime minister convyed her message, which 
was not disclosed until now, in mid-November. It came 
immediately after the long meeting she had with Vasiliou 
in London. In view of this, its contents were fully in line 
with Vasiliou’s views. Thatcher's approach created dis- 
satisfaction in Ankara. 


It has been reported that Thatcher’s message, which was 
drawn up in a very diplomatic way, described Vasiliou as 
“a reconciliatory leader who can resolve the Cyprus 
problem.” On the other hand, it tried to hint that 
““Denktas was making the problem difficult.” 


The British prime minister also referred to the question of 
the three freedoms—freedom of movement, freedom of 
settlement, and freedom of ownership—which the Greek- 
Cypriot leader brought to the negotiating table right from 
the beginning of the talks, as if this was a precondition. She 
noted that convincing Denktas on this matter would 
contribute to progress. In this way, Thatcher asked Ozal in 
a diplomatic way to put pressure on Denktas. 


According to sources close to Ozal, the Turkish prime 
minister gave a written reply to Thatcher's message before 
he visited the United States. Ozal rejected Thatcher's 
proposals, saying clearly that his meeting with Vasiliou 
was impossible and that Vasiliou's adversary was Denktas. 
Although Thatcher described Vasiliou as a reconciliatory 
person, Ozal said that this was not the impression the 
Turkish side got from the intercommunal talks. 


Shevardnadze To Visit ‘First Months of New Year’ 
7A28 12182988 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1700 GMT 28 Dec 88 


[Text] Foreign Ministry Under Secretary Ambassador 
Nuzhet Kandemir has said that the bilateral relations 
between Turkey and the Soviet Union are speedily 


developing at a good pace. 


Ambassador Kandemir, who ended his official visit to the 
Soviet Union, returned to Turkey today. In a statement at 
Istanbul Ataturk Airport, he said that resolving certain 
issues between the two countries in recent years created 
great opportunities for cooperation. He also said that a 
meeting will be held in Turkey in February with a view to 
developing border trade, preventing pollution in the Black 
Sea, and cooperating on fishery issues. Ambassador Kan- 
demir also revealed that easier terms will be applied in visa 
procedures in order to encourage group tourism. 


Ambassador Kandemir said that the Soviet officials were 
interested in Turkey's proposal—made within the frame- 
work of its policy of active neutrality—to host the peace 
talks on Afghanistan. 
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Ambassador Kandemir said that he delivered a written 
message from Prime Minister Ozal to his Soviet coun- 
terpart, Ryzhkov. Kandemir also said that Foreign Min- 
ister Shevardnadze will visit Turkey in the first months 
of the new year. 


Foreign Ministry Official Returns From USSR 
TA2812165788 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1550 GMT 28 Dec 88 


[Text] Istanbul (A.A.)}—Foreign Ministry's Under Secre- 
tary Ambassador Nuzhet Kandemir who paid an official 
visit to the Soviet Union returned home today. 


In an arrival statement at the airport, Ambassador 
Kandemir said that during his talks with Soviet Union's 
First Assistant Foreign Minister Bessmertnykh, political, 
economical, cultural and consulate-level relations were 
reviewed. 


Stressing that the resolving of some minor issues 
between the two countries in the last two years created 
great opportunities for cooperation, Ambassador Kande- 
mir said that the natural gas agreement signed between 
the two countries had been a milestone in the trade and 
economic relations. 


He went on to say that Turkish and Soviet delegations 
agreed on constructing factories in the Soviet Union 
which would manufacture consumption goods, adding 
that officials of the two countries will meet in Turkey in 
February on such issues as improving naval trade, pre- 
venting sea pollution and fishery. 


for Cooperation With USSR Outlined 
TA291 2065888 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
0530 GMT 29 Dec 88 


[Text] The program of the agreement signed between 
Turkey and the Soviet Union on cooperation in the 
economic, trade, scientific, and technical fields has been 
made public. 


The program, published in today's OFFICIAL 
GAZETTE, will go into effect as soon as the letters of 
confirmation are exchanged between the two sides. 


The program envisages the exchange of delegations of 
experts to receive information on space research, determine 
the principles of cooperation, and organize conferences. 


The program also envisages comprehensive tion on 
the early detection of earthquakes, the building of houses 
that can withstand earthquakes, and reconstruction. 


According to the program, the two countries will 
exchange delegations of experts for an exchange of 
information and cooperation in other fields as well. 
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‘Gesture’ Over Disputed Cyprus Territory Denied 
7A2812164588 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 


1510 GMT 28 Dec 88 


[Text] Ankara (A.A.}—Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ambassador Inal Batu denied reports that Turkey was 
prepared to make a gesture in relation to the Maras 
[Varosha] section of Magosa [Famagusta] placed in the 
territories of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. 


In his weekly press conference, Inal Batu who answered 
a question on the issue said that “a comprehensive 
solution is sought for Cyprus, not a partial one.” 


He went on to say that in his recent letter to his Greek 
counterpart Andreas Papandreou, Premier Turgut Ozal did 
not mention such an issue and the agenda of the intercom- 
munal talks in Cyprus did not include such an item. 


The two parties concerned accepted the fact that all 
problems related to the Cyprus question will be taken up 
as an integrated whole, he said. For this reason, he 
added, it is useless and wrong to expect that certain 
issues be isolated from the whole and solved separately, 
unless the problem is resolved as a whole. 


Iraqi Oil Minister Arrives in Ankara 
JN2812143788 Baghdad INA in English 1410 GMT 
28 Dec 88 


[Text] Ankara, Dec. 28, INA—Mr. ‘Isam ‘Abd al-Rahim, 
Iraqi oil minister arrived here today heading an Iraqi 
delegation on a several days visit to Turkey. 


The minister told INA correspondent here that he will 
head the Iraqi side to the meetings of the permanent 
Iraqgi-Turkish Committee for Economic Cooperation 
due to start tomorrow. 


He said that the permanent committee holds its annual 
ordinary meeting within the meeting held between mem- 
ber of the Revolution Command Council and Iraq's first 
deputy premier, Mr. Taha Yasin Ramadan and Turkish 
prime minister, Mr. Turgut Ozal. 


Heads of both Iraqi and Turkish sides hold now and then 
meetings to follow up the implementation of the perma- 
nent committee resolutions and that the meetings which 
will start tomorrow are considered the 3rd within the 
series of joint meetings as during these mectings the 
process of bilateral cooperation will be evaluated and all 
possible means will be studied to develop cooperation. 
[sentence as received] 


The Iraqi Minister said that preparations will be 
reviewed for the expanded meeting which will be held 
between the Iraqi and Turkish sides in the |st quarter of 
next year in addition to discussing all issues of common 
concern in the fields of finance, commerce, transport and 
communications, energy, irrigation and all that concerns 
developing the good relations between the two countries. 
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Begins Ankara Contacts 
TA2912093988 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2100 GMT 28 Dec 88 


[Text] Iraqi Oil Minister ‘Isam ‘Abd al-Rahim, currently 
in Ankara to participate in the Turkish-Iraqi Joint Eco- 
nomic Committee ings, has said that Iraq will favor 
Turkish firms in the rebuilding of his country. 


Transportation Minister Ekrem Pakdemirli received the 
Iraqi minister at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport. The pro- 
motion of economic and trade relations was raised in 
talks held between the two ministers there. 


Al-Rahim then called on Finance and Customs Minister 
Kurtcebe Alptemocin. In a statement during the meeting, 
Alptemocin noted that Iraq is repaying its $2-million debt 
to Turkey in regular installments. In turn, the visiting 
minister said that his country is satisfied with the activities 
of Turkish firms in Iraq, adding that this is the reason Iraq 
favors them in international tenders. 


Meets Finance Minister 
JN2812205388 Baghdad Domestic Service in Arabic 
1800 GMT 28 DEC 8&8 


[Text] Oil Minister ‘Isam ‘Abd al-Rahim met in Ankara 
today with Turkish Finance and Customs Minister 
Ahmet Kurtcebe Alptemucin. 


During the meeting, they reviewed bilateral economic, 
financial, and trade relations. They also exchanged views 
on the issues that will be discussed during the meetings 
of the permanent Iraqi-Turkish Committee for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation, which will begin tomorrow. 


Terrorist Acts Drop in State of Emergency 
TA2812190588 Ankara Domestic Service in Turki 
1700 GMT 28 Dec 88 


[Text] Hayri Kozakcioglu, the governor of the State of 
Emergency Region, has said that as a result of security 
measures the number of terror incidents in the region 
dropped by 26 percent compared to last year. 


At a news conference in Diyarbakir, Kozakcioglu said that 
of the 65 armed clashes that erupted this year, 48 were the 
result of security force operations. He said that a total of 94 
terrorists were captured this year, and 119 were killed in 
the clashes. The number of terrorists caught is 83 percent 
higher than last year's figure, he said. 


Kozakcioglu said that 147 caches were found this year 
filled with arms, equipment, food, and clothing. Also, he 
said, 309 long-barrel weapons were seized, of which 10 
were missile-launchers. 


Kozakcioglu said that in this year’s incidents, 41 security 
force personnel were martyred, and 97 citizens killed. 
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Heroin in Istanbul; 11 Arrested 
NC2912082288 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
24 Dec 88 pp 3, 8 


[Summary] The narcotics teams affiliated with the nar- 
cotics police department in Istanbul have uncovered a 
laboratory for producing narcotics in the Avcilar quarter 
of the city. The teams impounded 34 kg of processed and 
raw heroin and seized a handgun. Eleven people were 
arrested for drug trafficking. 





* Political Cost of EC Membership Examined 
35540026b Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
7 Oct 88 p 5 


{“In Politics” column by Coskun Kirca: “What Kind of 
Full Membership?”’] 


[Text] In the late seventies, West German and Belgian 
political circles contemplated a politically motivated 
plan regarding Turkey's full membership in the EC. 
These circles did not believe that Turkey had achieved 
the economic status needed to join the Community's 
market unconditionally especially since Turkey had not 
even completed all the phases of its association agree- 
ment. But they thought that since any nation that is 
admitted to the Community as a full member is in any 
case given certain time periods in certain areas to fully 
adapt to the Common Market, the concept of “waiting 
period” itself did not need to be a factor that would block 
the full membership of a nation in the Community. They 
thought that since the Ankara Treaty more or less set the 
time frame in which Turkey could contemplate full 
membership at some unspecified date, it should be 
possible to estimate the adjustment period Turkey would 
need afte: becoming a full member—perhaps by making 
it longer—and thus to resolve a very important political 
problem by admitting Turkey as a full member without 
forcing it economically into an early union with the 
Community, hence sparing both Turkey and the EC 
from the drawbacks of such hastiness. 


The most significant advantage of such a solution for 
Turkey would be to spare Turkey from the veto of 
Greece which would be a full member of the EC by the 
time Turkey applied. Although members of the EC had 
generously assured Turkey before admitting Greece as a 
full member that Greece's full membership would not in 
any way affect the relations between Turkey and the 
Community, a mechanism for enforcing that assurance 
did not exist. Neither legal nor political provisions were 
specified as part of that assurance on how Greece would 
be prevented from vetoing Turkey's full membership or 
even the operation of Turkey's association status. The 
events have unfortunately confirmed this painful fact. 
Had Turkey been able to join the EC as a full member on 
| January 1981, the same date that Greece joined in the 
manner we described above, our workers would not 
immediately have the right of free circulation in the 
Community. But then Turkey would not encounter any 
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difficulties in its industrial development, would partici- 
pate fully in the Community's foreign policy decisions, 
and Turkey’s relations with the EC would not become a 
powerful trump card in that hands of Greece. 


The Republican People’s Party could not grasp the 
importance of this development in those years. Mean- 
while, in the rightist coalition, Mr Erbakan [former 
leader of National Salvation Party] and the scheming 
extensions of his theocratic ideology, were able to block 
such a development with hatred. 


Now, apparently this old plan of the seventies will be put 
before us again with the same content but under very 
different conditions. The Ozal administration is obses- 
sively determined to make Turkey a full member of the 
EC. Moreover, as in the past, the EC today is very 
sensitive about its goal of discouraging Turkey from any 
ambitions toward the Middle East. Clearly, in the eyes of 
the EC governments, Turkey is far from being econom- 
ically ready to join the Community. That being the case, 
the old plan may be of use. Turkey may become a full 
member of the Community in accordance with the terms 
of that plan. To avoid any difficulties in the EC Com- 
mission and Council, Turkey may be asked to officially 
promise not to use its vote on issues that are deemed to 
be of no concern to it—as would be the case in the old 
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plan. But at least Turkey may become a full bona fide 
member of the EC. That would be a major foreign and 
domestic policy success for the Ozal government. 


However, conditions have changed dramatically in the 
10 years since that plan was first drafted. The implemen- 
tation of that plan would not be subject to Greece's veto 
10 years ago. Today, it will be. That being the case, 
Greece will consider the implementation of this plan a 
big opportunity for bargaining with Turkey—its public 
postures to the contrary notwithstanding. Let us not ever 
doubt that Athens will demand the surrender of the 
Turkish Cypriots’ fate to the Greek Cypriots and a 
resolution of the bilateral disputes in the Aegean to its 
own advantage in exchange for Turkey's full member- 
ship in the EC in accordance with the said plan. 


Evidently, for some reason or another there are circles in 
the West who believe that this plan may be implemented in 
this manner. However, this plan, which was first formu- 
lated in the seventies with the purpose of sparing Turkey's 
full membership from Greece's whims, cannot be a vehicle 
for fulfilling Greek ambitions 10 years later. There will 
never be a Turkish government which will consider sacri- 
ficing the vital interests and the dignity of our nation in 
exchange for such a “public relations” operation. 
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